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to a conference, which will be convened as
soon as possible, of the chief taxation officers
of the Commonwealth and the various
States. I suggest, therefore, that Mr, Dul-
fell withdraw his motion.

On motion by Hon. J. F. Allen, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.55 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tock tbe Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Report of Royal Com-
mission on Collie Coal. 2, Medical and
Health Department, report for year ended
30th June, 1918,

By the Minister for Lands: Abattoirs Act,
amendefl regvlations.

By the Minister for Works: Building by-
laws, Queen’s Park Roads Board.

By the Honorary Minisfer: Aborigines
Department, report for year ended 30th
June, 1916.

QUESTION—WHEAT
BILL.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (without notice)
asked the Premier: As the wheal harvest is
now heing gathered and delivered, is it the
inteniton of the Government to have the

MARKETING
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Wheat Marketing Bill dealt with before Par-
liament adjourns at the end of this week?

The PREMIER replied: I hope it will be
possible to put the Wheat Marketing Bill
through before the House adjourns. Indeed,
it is absolutely necessary that we should do
so. I expeet the Bill in this Chamber to-
DIOTTOW.,

QUESTION—ESPERANCE LANDS.
Royal Commission’s Report.

Mr. WALKER (for Mr. Green} asked
the Premier: 1, 1s it anticipated that the
report of the Esperance Lands Commission
will be available to memhers during the pre-
sent session, as implied by the promise made
by him some weeks ago? 2, If so, on what
approximate date may the report be ex-
pected? 3, If not available this session,
when is it expeeted that the result of the
Commission’s inquiries will be made publie?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Commis-
sioner advises that the report will be ready
about the end of January, 1917. 2, Answered
by Neo. 1. 3, Answered by No. 1,

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, EASTERN
GOLDFIELDS LINE.

Mr. MUNSIE {for Mr. Lambert) asked
the Honorary Minister: 1, Whether the
heavy traffic caused by the carriage of ma-
terial for the trans-Australian line has af-
fected the stability of the permanest way
between Perth and Kalgoorlie? 2, Whether
there bave been any complaints by passen-
gers on the Perth-Kalgoorlie express regard-
ing increased rocking molion?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, No. The carriage of material for the
Transcontinenial line would not affeet the
line more than any other heavy traffic. 2,
No,

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sugsex) [4.42]: T move—

That for the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far
as to enable Bills to be passed through
all stages in one day, and Messages from



(28 NovEmBER, 1916.)

the Legislative Council to be taken into
consideration on the day on whick they are
received; also, 5o far as to admit of the
reporting and adopting of the resolutions
of Commiltees of Supply and of Ways
and Means on the same day on which they
shall have passed those Commiltees.
In submitting this motion, I desire to ex-
plain that I have had a further communica-
tion from the Prime Minister with regard to
the Premiers’ conference which is to meet in
Melbourne for the purpose of considering
national problems. Mr. Hughes advises me
that the conference has beep definitely fixed
for the 8th December. This, as hon. mem-
bers know, will necessitate my leaving for
Melbourne on Saturday next, in order to be
present at the opening of the confercnce. I
wigh, therefore, if possible, if hon. members
will concur, to endeavour to get the Esti-
mates through during this week, and also the
Appropriation Bill passed, deferring other
matiers, nofably the taxations Bills, until my
return from Melbourne. Parliament might
meet again at some date in January, or pos-
siblv on a date to be fixed by Mr. Speaker—
I do not know whether that ean be arranged
—upon certain notice being given. T hope
that during this week we shall he able to
pass several measures which are of para-
mount imporfance, notably the YWheat Mar-
keting Bill, in connection with which the
member for Williams-Narrogin (Ar. E. B.
Johnston) has just asked a question. Tt
appears to me essential that we should put
that Bill through this wecek.

My, Bolton: What do vou want it for?

Mr. Underwood: The farmers are going
on strike. ,

The PREMIER: The harvest is coming
in already, and if the pool iz fixed, as we
anticipate, in Melbourne, it will he essential
that we shall be enabled to commandeer the
wheat of Western Australia in connection
with the pool. Further, there are two or
three small Bills which will come down from
another place, special leases in conneclion
wilh the working of lime deposits and the
establishment of c¢ement works, which mea-
sures we want to finish. There is also the
Stamp Act Amendment Bill.

Mr. Seaddan: And the Roads Aet Con-
tinuation Bill.
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The PREMIER: Yes; it is also necessary
io pass the Roads Act Continuation Bill,
which is already on the Notice Paper, be-
cause the existing law expires on the 31st
December. Apart from these almost formal
measures, 1 think the House will be fully
occupied with the Esiimates, after the pass-
ing of which I desire, with the consent of
the House, to adjourn to some date in Jann-
ary to be fized.

Mr, Scaddan: Your will not pass the Tot-
alisator Bill,

The PREMIER: 1 was going to suggest
that we might pass that Bill. It does not
affect the main rquestion of bockmakers, but
15 only n matter of eollecting certain in-
creased revenue on Lthe totalisator. 1 would
suggest that we put that Bill through with
the compromise that T outlined in delivering
the Budget, namely, to allow the clubs to re-
tain 50 per cent. of the tractions. If we do
not pass the Bill, 1 am told by the Conunis-
sioner of Taxation, we will lose anything up
to £20,000 on the Christmas and New Year's
meetings. Of course it all depends on how
the investments go.

Mr. Foley: On last year's tigures you
would not get one-eighth of that amount.

The PREMIER: However, if we do not
get it it cannot be helped, while if we do get
it the revenne will benefit materally. I
agree with the leader of the Opposition that
we ought to try to put that Bill through.
1 see no objection te passing it with the
amendments I have jndicated.

Mr.  SCADDAN  (Brownhill-Ivanhoe)
[4.47]: I bave no objection to the passing
of the meotion as I recognise that it is merely

“for the purpose of permitting the passage

of essential Bills. If the Premier is (o go
to the East on Saturday next and if ecer-
lain Bills must he pul through before that
dale, it will be neceszary for the House to
deal with Bills vn the day on which they
are iniroduced, or alternatively, received
from the Council. So long as the intention
of the Premier is confined to that, T do not
think there will be any obhjeetion to the
molion. The Premier has already intimated
that he does not propose to deal with those
Bills upon which there is any serious dif-
ference of opinion, with the exeeption, per-
haps, of the Totalisator Bill, now in the
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Committee stage. It remains to be seen
whether the House is prepared fo pass that
Bill through its remaining stages. To a
large exienf that will depend on the atii-
tude of the Premier in regard to some of
the provisions of the Bil. Personally 1
have no objection to the proposed increased
taxation on the totalisator.

Mr. Underwood: We have.

Mr. SCADDAN: In this I am speaking
golely on my own behalf. I have no objec
tion to the motion so long as it is merely
for the purpose of permitting the passage
of essenfial measures before the Premier
leaves for the East,

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [449]: I
suppose it is not really the desire of the
Premier to suspend the Standing Orders
for the remainder of the session as pre-
seribed in the motion. The urgency is for
this week only, in order that the Premier
may atfend the Premiers’ conference. There
should b¢ no need for the suspension of
the Standing Orders when we meet again
in Jannary. I hope the Premier will amend
the motion to cover this week alome. I am
quite ready to give the Premier the facility
he requests, for this week only.

Mr. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
[4.50]: T agree with the member who has
just spoken. There are many important
Bills on the Notice Paper, and .we do nof
know how long the session will last. It is
not necessary to suspend the Standing
Orders for the remainder of the session.
The Premier should amend his molion in
the direction of limiting the suspension of
the Standing Orders to this week only. We
could then resume the Standing Orders when
Parliament re-assembles in January.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [4.51]: 1
desire to move an amendment,

The Premier: I was going to snggest an
amendmenit.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If you move it youn
will close the debate. I move an amend-
menf—

That in line 2 the words “the session”
be struck out and “this week” inserled
tn lien.

That will meet the cireumstances of the case.
The Premier desires to adjourn at the end
of the week in order that he may go to Mel-
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bourne. If it is intended to carry on Parlia-
ment after the Premier has left for Mel-
bourne we will want our Standing Orders
again.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex—in reply) [4.56]: I have not the
slightest objection to the amendment, When
first I put the motion on the Notice Paper
we had an idea of getting right through by
the end of the week. I expect hon, members
will be glad to suspend the Standing Orders
again when we come back in January, in
order that we may get through as quickly as
possible,

Amendment put and passed; molion as
amended agreed to,

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES, TEM-
PORARY.

My. SPEAKER: I have to announce that,
owing to the member for Kimberley (Mr.
Male) having left the State, I have ap-
pointed the member for Wagin (Mr, S.
Stubbs) a temporary Chairman,

ANNUATL ESTIMATES, 1916-17.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 23rd November
on the Treasurer’s financial statement, and
on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Holman in
the Chair.

Vote—His Excellency
£1,555:

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [4.55]: 1
desire to congratulate the member for Wagin
on his elevation to the office of temporary
Chairman. I feel sure he will do credit to
the position. I have to confess that there
is very little pleasure in speaking on the
Estimates at such a juncture. 1 do notf think
that either the State or the Empire has ever
been in so serious a position as it is to-day.
We have heard quite recently 1hat the Allies
were sure to win the war, that Australia
had done enough and that no more was re-
quired of her. The news which has come
through from Roumania during the last few
days is to me very depressing. It convinces
me that every individual in the British
Empire must do all that is in him fo averi
disaster. Tt is useless to say that we have
done enongh, when we see the enormous

the (overnor,
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power that the Germans still exercise. I
cannot speak with any pleasure at all to-
day on party politics or on the politics of
Australia in gensral, excepi ithose politics
which contemplate our doing our utmest to
win the war. Coming to the Budget, it has
been suggested that in a time like this we
should, if possible, devote our attention
chiefly to winning the war, and not to party
polities. 1t there be given any encourage-
ment whatever from those on the other side
to take up that attitude, 1 am prepared to
co-operale with them. It seems to me abso-
lutely absurd that at a time like the present
we should go drivelling along in the old way
in which we drivelled when we had nothing
else to do. However, seeing that we have to
deal with the Budget, which was introduced
in a rather bitter party spirit, it is, I think,
compulsory to speak in defence and justifi-
cation of the late Ministry. I hold that the
criticism usnally passed on a financial state-
ment i1s allowable in normal times, although
to me it becomes an awful dreariness. In-
variably the Opposition declare that the
Government have done certain things in re-
gard to holding over payments or bring-
ing in receipts. That is a statement
which has been made to my knowledge in
regard to Budget speeches for the last 30
years. ’ '

The Premier: No, five vears.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Press erities for
Treasurer ihat 10 years ago the Hon. T. H.
Bath was on this side of the House, and he
was wont to aceuse the then Treasurer of
manipulating the stores account. He also
accused him of keeping away expenditure
which should have been paid for that vear.
‘This is the eleventh Budget T have heard dis-
cnssed and T have heard that eriticism npon
every on¢ of them. T have not the slightest
doubt that next year the present leader of
the Opposition if on this side of the House
will eharge the then Treasurer with holding
back acecunts and not paving them.

The Premier: 1 cannot do that.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : The Press erities for
30 years have put up that charze against
every Treasurer theyv are opposed to. I am
siek and tired of hearing such drivel, and 1
think it is time we had some original eritie-
ism on the Budget speech. It seems to me
that if members ean ro on long enongh mak-
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ing the statement that the Treasurer has
nsed bis stores accounts and not paid ae-
counts rendered, that bhe has dome varions
things of that nature, and if they have the
impudence to keep on saying that without
laughing, or not to let the public know they
are langhing at them, they can get a reputa-
tion of being heaven-born financiers. We
were subjected to very considerable criticism
by those who were opposed to us. We had
the present Treasurer claiming that no extra
taxation was necessary, that the country was
all right, that the only thing wrong was that
the then Treasurer had no business ability,
and that there was only extravagance and
lack of management. We.had the vindictive
garrulity of the present Minister for Works
on things in general, and we had the men-
dacity of the preseni Colonial Secretary. 1
was speaking just now on party polities. 1
am prepared to co-operate with anybody or
any party that is desirous of running this
country to the best advantage with a view to
winning the war.

" The Premier: Come over here.

Mr., UCNDERWOQOD: It scems hard to go
over there after the bitter, unfair, and cow-
ardly eriticism which was levelled against ns
when we were over there.

Mr, Hardwick: We let you down lighily.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: The Premier in in-
troducing his Budget speech almost forgot
that he was Treasurer.

The Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: Tostead of being
construetive, half of his speech was confined
to criticism of those who bad gone before.

The Premier: Merely statements of faet.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: He put up a special
paper showing how the late Treasurer had
nof estimated correctly.

The Premier: I was obliged to do thaf.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : He stated that when
he was Treasurer his estimates were more
correet than those of the late Treasaurer.

The Premier: I did nof say that.

Mr. UCNDERWQOOD: The men who made
the estimates for the late Treasurer made
the estimates for the present Treasurer, and
when we come to talk about the estimates of
the Treasurer we have to bear in mind that
the Treasurer has very litile indeed to do
with the formation of the estimates, and that
thex are made up for him by the heads of
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the departments. One of the greatest illu-
sions the couniry suffers under is that the
Treasurer personally and individually is re-
sponsible for the Dstimates or that he is
responsible for the financial position at all.
This is a political Santa Claus, The Trea-
surer is a greater myth as an individual
financier than Santa Claus used to be fo us
wlien we were children. Coming to the Esti-
inates, may I ask what Hstimates the Trea-
surer actually vontrols? He controls prae-
tically none, merely the aceountancy eclerks’
work, The other Estimates are controlled
iy the other Ministers, and unless the Trea-
surer can dominate his Cabinet it is absurd
to talk abount the Treasurer as an individual.
The Estimates are the Estimates of the Gov-
ernment, and they ave provided for mem-
bers of the Government by heads of depart-

ments. I will give an instance of whai T
mean.  Take the estimates of the medieal
department. The secvetary to the principal

medical officer (Mr, Milner) sends round to
various departmentz aund gets their estimates
for the cost for the vear and their revenue.
He knows the number of medical officers, the
nuniher of subsidised nurses and all that,
and he puts them into form and hands it to
the prineipal medieal officer, who puls his
name upon it and sends it to the Under Sec-
retary. The Under Secretary sends it to the
Minister, who hrings it into Cabinet as his
Estimates, and the Treasurer brings it here
as s Estimales. '

Mr. Angwin;
them at all?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of course they do,
but the Treasurer as a member of Cabinet
has no control over them. This idea that
hecause a man is a Treasurer he is a great
financier is the biggest myth that pelitics
has ever created. T have heard many say
“Senddan is no financier but Wilson is.”
Neither one nor the other has anything more
to do with the financial position than any
other member of Cabinet, Jf he is down in
the Treasury only he has less to do, because
he has fewer departments to deal with.

Member: Whai are they paid for?

Mr. UTNDERWOOQD: They are paid to
make these Budget speeches. Tt is another
myth that the Treasurer cuts down the Esti-
mates. Cabinet may cut them down but not
the Treasurer.

Do not Minister examine
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Mr. Angwin: The Treasurer may tell you
guickly that he has not got the money.

My, UNDERWOOD: We know that
without telling us. The Under Treasuver or
the office boy eoculd fell us that. We hear
this eriticism of the Treasurer. It is wsu-
ally said that one man made his Estimates
more eorrectly than another; that the one
did not put over some money on paid ae-
counts as the other did, that the one did not
bring in estimaterd revenue as the other did.
We have another kind of critic who knows
absolutely less than most other people know
about Tstimates—I refer to the Press, We
had an arlicle yesterday in the TFest Aus-
tralian on the Anancial position and on the
Estimales.

Mr. Callier: Very illuminating.

Alr, UNDERWOOD: In one part of the
article the TFest Australian says—

We were told when changes were made
in the Aborigines and the Immigration
Departments that great savings would re-
sult. The figures do not support the con-
fident expeetations expressed by the lale
Giovernment. Tn 1913-14 the expenditure of
the Ahorigines Department was £32,010,
of which £5,837 was disbursed in salaries
and wages, the natives getling some
£26,000. in eclothing, provisions, etcetera.
About 18 per cent. went In administra-
tion, TIn 1914-15 the Aborigines expen-
diture was £20.855, of which the nafives
zot £16,851, or about 81 per cent.,, and
the staff £4,004, or about 19 per cent.

They say there was a reduetion of expendi-
ture to the extent of over £11,000, or over
35 per cent., and vet they say there was
no saving becanse the Aborigines did not
get it. They think the only saving possible
i5 in the items shown on the Estimates. The
West Australian is absolutely wrong in its
fizures. It has overlooked the fact that the
Moola Bulla station was shified in the Es-
timates from the ordinary Aborigines Estfi-
mates on to the trading concerns aceount.
The saving in the Aborigines Department hag
amonnted to something like £5,000, and that
has been brought ahout by the elimination
of waste, not by cntting down the head
office expenditure—although thiz has been
eut down to an extent—but brought about
by better supervision, and when one has that
hetter supervision one must pay for it. They
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say again that this year ihere is an increase
in the Estimates of the Aborigines Depart-
ment of £200 odd. If they bhad locked
through the Estimates they would have found
that the increase is more than accounted for
by the appointment of two managers of re-
gerves. The system which was introduced
was to eliminate that of paying people to
provision natives, out of which they made a
profit and provide for the Government as
far as possible to do it themselves. On the
Carrolup reserve to-day the natives are work-
ing for their living, tending sheep, growing
pigs and vegelables, and the cost of keep-
ing them has been materially reduced, but
they must have a manager. That manager is
paid £15G a year, and that accounts for the
inercagse 1o the staff of the Aborigines De-
partment. The Press do not know that, of
course. Therefore, they assume that the
cost of expenditure shown in the manage-
ment exceeds that of last year, that there
has been extravagance and waste, and that
the eivil servants are getting the whole lot
of it. We have proposals for a considerable
amount of extra taxation. We were told
for five years by the present Treasurer that
extra taxation was not required, and that
all that was required to run the State to
the best advantage was good business man-
agement. He also said that all we wanted
was business men at the head of affairs.
I would remind hon, members that in 1905
Mr. Rason told exactly the same tale. The
Daglish Government proposed extra taxa-
tion. The Rason Government said it was not
necessary, but they were not long in office be-
fore they came to light with a land tax which
most of their members had been elected to
oppose. We have them again to-day, includ-
ing the member for Canning (Hon, R. T.
Robinsen), who was elected on a platform
that no taxation was necessary, and who, im-
mediately he arrives here, advoeates taxation.
It was said that the Treasurer, like the wolf,
came over the fold while the sheep went
through the gale. This is the second time
that he bas come into office on the distinet
understanding that no more taxation was
necessary and as soon as he gets there he
introduces it. This is the second time he
has come iato office under false pretences.
I would remind you, Mr. Holman, of some
of the promises that were made in regard
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to the recent Canning eleetion. We were
told in the first place by the Treasurer that
our taxalion proposals were wrong, and that
only business management was needed. We
were told that extra taxalion was not needed.
We were told by the Colonial Secrefary that
not only was there to be no taxation, but that
we were going to have continuation schools
spread over the whole country, that all farm-
ing districts would have  modern schools
eslablished and the system generally would
run into tens of thousands of pounds. We
were also told by the Attorney General that
the tram fares to Maylands were excessive
and that he was going fo reduce them. Fur-
ther, that be was going to extend the trams
to the uttermost limits of his electorate. We
were told that the septie tanks stank to" hith
heaven and that he was going to shifi them.
We were also told that three bridges were
necessary across the Swan and that lLe (was
going to have them built and that the work
would be put in hand at once. T heard the
hon. member speaking and he did not ad-
vocate the bridges; he promised them. Since
then we have heard that he did not promise
them, but that he only advocated them, 1
have heard another member say that he
advocated the same thing 10 years be-
fore; but ke gave the people of Can-
ning te understand recently that the
financial position would be all right as
soon as there was business manazement, and
that not only would there be no extra taxa-
tion, but that he would shift the tanks, ex-
tend the tram service, reduce the tram fares,
and introduce penny sections, build bridges
across the Swan at three places, and buwild
the Scuth Swar railway.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: There were a lot of
promises made on both sides.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am not taking any
notice of the promises of the hon. member
for Williams-Narrogin. 1T think his electors
will find ount soon all about those.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That was my com-
plaint with your party.

Mr. TNDERWQOD: I am mnot taking
any notice of the hon. member. We heard
that the tanks at East Perth were going to
he removed. »

The Attorney General: T will shift them
to your electorate if you like.

——
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Mr. UNDERWOQOD : If these tacties were
justifiable when they were only an amuse-
ment, aud when we had little else with which
to amuse ourselves, the position is entirely
different in a fime like the present, and it is
up to us, as leaders of the country, to take
a. more serious view of things, and to
avoid getling into office by specious prom-
ises which we know cannot be fulfilled. Ad-
ditional taxation is absolutely necessary. I
have said that for some years. The services
which are heing reipdered to the people of
the State are move than the people of the
State are paying for by way of taxation.
It is easy to promise to do all sorts of things,
but the people have to remember that money
has tn he provided for all these things. No-
thing can be dome without payment. In a
time like the present I do not think it is

o—_Decessary that the finances should Le made to

balance. As a matter of faet, it would he
unwise to endeavour to balance the
ledger at suech a period. If we ean
live through this time and keep

our people in reasonable comfort, future
generations can well pay off the deficit that
is being incurred to-day. But our finances
show that in what were almost normal times
taxation was not sufficient, and if we bring
our taxation up to what wonld be sufficient
in normal times I think we will leave the
abnormal expenditure to be paid for when
normal times return. I desire to say a word
ot two in regard to the taxation proposals
of the present Government which are to be
introduced by way of separate Bills. One
or two of those Bills wiil find their way into
the waste paper basket, and all we know
about them will be the cost of the printing
of the measures. There is one subject which
might be digcussed now as it is not a gues-
tion which will come before nus by way of a
Bill, and that is the inerease in the railway
fares. I agree it is necesssary to increase
our charges on the railways. It seems to me
that the extra cost in wages, fuel and other
things in ranning our railways must be made
up by additional charges on the people who
use the railways, but I must, without hesita-
tion, eondemn the baphazard system that has
been adepted by the present Government. I
am under the impression that the Commis-
sioner of Railways put his office boy on to
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this job and the office boy turned it out in
this way. He said, “Charge a penny estra
on single tickets, 2d. on return tickets, and
10 per cent. on all freights, and there youn
are.” 1 cannot think for a mement that a
wman holding the position of Commissioner
of Railways gave eonsideration to such a
proposilion as we have had put befote us.
I can only believe that he had the gout and
was not able Lo get to his oflice and he gave
the undertaking to the office boy to earry
out.

Mr. Seaddan: 1 think it was a libel on the
nffice boy.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is certainly not
creditable on the office boy. The position
of the people of Leederville—no doubt the
member for Leederville will agree with what
I am going to say because he rides on the
trams—is that they are asked to pay 5d. ad-
ditional on a return ticket, second class, and
that is for a ride of three miles.  Other
people can travel from Midland Junetion to
Premantle fivst class return and the increase
is exaetly the same. Does it seem reason-
able? Is it scientific that the people of
Feederville should pay the same increase as
the people who live in more distant places?
¥his also refers o the people of Maylands
and Mt. Lawley, represented by the Altorney
Teneral. That gentleman told the people of
his electorate that he was going to reduce
the tram faves and that he would introduce
penny sections; instead of doing which he
inereases hy about GG per cent. the fares on

the railways. T nolice there are no
penny  seetions on  the railways., We
find  the  Government  cutting out

£30,000 on the ecarriage of super. It
costs roughly a shade over a penny to
earry a fton of super over a mile on the rail-
ways. We were charging a peony for the
first hundred miles and atter that a farthing.
The present Government take 34d. off that
and on every ton of super. they carry for
one mile over the railways they lose 34d.
As a resident of Leederville T strongly ob-
ject to the earriage of super. and any other
material at a dead loss. and that we should
then be asked to make it up. If we want to
give a snbsidv to any partienlar industry
we should pay that out of the Treasury and
let the people know whal we are paying.
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Mr, 8. Stubbs: Tn New Zealand they carry
superphospshates for nothing.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: In New Zealand
they de many funnyv things. ln regard to
the railways I am of opinion that the most
cumhersome system of freights should be
abolished. Anybody dealing with the rail-
ways has almost to employ a railway expert
to fell him how much he will pay for the
carriage of certain goods on the lines. I see
1o reason why we should not charge for all
commodities what it costs to haunl them with
a slight profit over and above, and it seems
to me that we should not haul fencing wire
any cheaper than we haul sugar. We could
then abolish many of the clerks employed in
the Railway Department, This eomplicated
system which has been adopted musi eniail
enormous labour in the clerical branch of
the department. Tf it costs a penny a ton
a mile then charge a penny a ton a mile for
all stufl, whather it be sugar, fencing wire,
quartz, or anything else. We will then have
a very simple system. We should carry so
many tons so many miles at so much a ton
a mile. The system which has been adopted
is wronz. As T have said, if we desire to
assist we should provide for that assistance
by way of a vote out of the Treasury, and
the railways should be worked on proper
scientific lines.

Mr. Heitmann: And we should know
what they are earning.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Ezactly, and we
should aholish a system which must entail an
enormous amount of clerical work. T trust
that the Commissioner of Railways will go
into the matter with the new Commissioner
becanse I am satisfied the present Commis-
sioner has not a comprehensive grasp of the
position which will enable him to bring
ahout the reforms that are necessary.

Hon. J. D. Coaonolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : What reforms are you referring fot

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: None. We have
been told that all that is required is business
acnmen. We have been told that and also
a lot of other things by the Minister for
Works. He told us when in opposition that
if his party were on the Treasury benches
they could do this and that. As a matter of
faet, from the way he talked when on this
(Opposition} side, it would seem that his
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parly could win the war, He tfold us that
if his party got a chance in office and an
opportunity to dive into the dies and find
out all the suspicions things their predeces-
sors had been doing, they could improve
matters. They have had time to look into
those files, to see all those dishonest actions,
to find out all about the dishonest money ob-
tained by the members of the laie Govern-
ment, and all the dishonourable things the
late Government did.

The Minister for Works: T rise o a point
of order. Is the hon. member right in stat-
ing that T said those things in this House?
T never said anything of the kind. T never
made any charges of dishonesty.

Mr. UXDERWOQOD: That slatement was
made from several platforms. The Minister
for Works said, “We want time to go inte
the files and see what the Government have
been deing.” That statement has been made.

The Minister for Works: By whom?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: By you and others.
The Minister for Works: I never said
anything of the sort.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: The statement was
made by the Minister for YWorks partien-
larly. He said, “We want time to go into
the files and see what the Government have
been doing; we want to search the files.”
He has searched the files and applied his
business aecumen, and he now comes to the
House with a deficit of half a million.

The Minister for Works: Are vou sorry
that any charge of dishonesty was made
against the late Government?

Mr., UNDERWOOD: I am sorry that
vou should suggest anything of the kind.
I am sorry at the attitude which has heen
taken up by three or four members of the
Governmeni. We find now that after the
Government have had all the time required
to apply their business methods, and to root
into the files—they had a pressman there
for weeks——

The Minister for Works: That is untrune.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister for
Works must withdraw the word “untrue.”

The Minister for Works: T will withdraw
the word *untrune” and will substitute that
the statement is inaccunrate.
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Mr, UNDERWOOD : The Minister himself
is never accurate. After the Government
have had time to do all this, they come back
and tell the people that they are unable to
do as well as the late Government did. They
say the finances are in a pretty bad way and
they now want the assistance of the leader
of the Country party and the leader of the
Labour party to help them our of their diffi-
culty,

The Minisler for Works: We never said
anything of the sort.

Mr, UNDERWQOD: There is a strong
suggestion that we shall have a select com-
mittee to go into the finances. The Govern-
ment confess that they cannot finance the
country nearly so well ag the previous Gov-
ernment financed if, and they want the mem-
bers of the previous Government to help
them. That is the net result of their business
acumen, business ability and business know-
ledge—that they find themselves bogged ab-
solulely and want the loan of our leaders
to pull them out. With reference to the
deficit, I desire to say that, outside the
abnormal eonditions under which we are al
present living, the deficit is due, to a large
extent, to the opening up of what have hean
called ithe developing areas of the State.
That is the history of all the States of the
Commonwealth.  Wherever railways have
been built for the purpose of giving faeili-
ties for the development of the country,
where a great development policy has been
adopted, it is the history of the whole of the
Australian States that during the period of
that bheing done there have been deficits.
There is no getting out of it. ¥We have built
railways all over the sonthern portion of
this State, and development up to date has
not been sufficient to supply those railways
with sufficient freight to make them pay.
At the same time we have had to pay interest
and sinking fund en the construciion of
those raillways, and T do not care what coun-
try it is which enfers into a large develop-
mental poliey, that country will have de-
ficits, Part of our deficit is, therefore, quite
natural. Of course part of it is also due tc
abnormal eonditions of war. Many have said
that some of it is due to drought. Tt is a
faet that during practically the whole period
of the Scaddan Government’s administration
drought econditions obtained in this eountry.
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But droughts in Australia should be con-
sidered a normal cirecumstance. We should
alwoys allow for droughts and should pro-
vide sufficient in the good seasons io carry
us over the bad seasons, which ard absolutely
certain to come. While a country is being
opened up, as has been the case in Western
Australia for the last ten years, deficits
arc bound to oceur. Almost every State
in Ausiralia has had deficits, and funded
them, and we shall have to fund ours.
When npormal times return and settle-
wment  along those lines is sufficient td
enable them to pay, we shall be able to

pay off that deficit, but we cannot
do 1t at the present time. The Treas-
urer has not put the whole of the
difficulties bhefore the House. IHe has ne-

glected to point out that the Agricultural
Bank, which is responsible for a good few
millions of our loan money, is in a most
precarious position. The position to-day
is, or rather was six months ago, that the
hank had well over 600 farms thrown back
on their hands. 1t would be a simple ealen-
lation te work out how mneh money would
lie lost on thoze farms. 1t would be easily
a million, possibly well over that figure.

Mr. Thomas: They would not lend £1,000
on each farm, and at that rale it would
only he £600,000.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The seeurity the
bank is, to a greal extent, eleared land and
fencing. But those farms are deserted.
Suckers are growing up into ftrees, and the
asset of elearing therefore absolutely dis-
appears. And the fences will be rotted or
hurnt down. The asset of the Agricultural
Bank, therefore, is absolutely gone, and it
must therefore be taken that the bank must
show a very considerable loss before we are
through with this war. That is one thing
the Treasurer did not tell the House, but it
is true all the same. Again, with reference
to the Tndustries Assistance Board, I am
eonvineed that 25 per eent. of those who are
at present under (he Indusiries Assistance
Board will leave the land as soon as that
assistance is withdrawn. They cannot pos-
sibly pay back the Board the money they
have borrowed. They are too heavily in-
volved with the Agrienltural Bank and the
Industries Assistance Board to be ever able
to pull through. In my opinion 25 per cent.
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of the moneys loaned to peeple under the
Industries Assistance Board will be an ab-
solule dead loss, and those losses will in-
crease the loss by the Agricultural Bank.
That is a position which members of this
House should be made aware of. There is
another proposition in this regard, the wheat
pool. Last vear we instituled what is known
as the wheat pool, and made advances up
to 3s. 6d. a buskel on the whole of the wheat
in Australia. Up to date we have shipped
ahout one half and the other half remains (o
rot, or fo be eaten by mice and other vermin.
T do not know how we are to get the neces-
sary monev to make advances again this
vear. It seems to me we have sufficient
wheat at our sidings and on our wharves to
fill all the shirs coming fo Australia for
wheat next vear, and in my opinion this
rear’s erop must remain on the farms. Mr.
MeGibhon says that the wheat growers
should o on strike, and not send in their
wheat. 1 would strongly suggest that the
other taxpavers of Ausiralia go on sirike.
and decline to make advances. T say that
in all seriousness. Tt costs something like
94. a hushel—that is to say, 3d. railway
charzes, 3d. for bags. ‘and 34. for cartage—
to brinz the wheat into the siding. That
is putting i at a low estimate. It wounld be
hetter to allow that wheat to rot on the
farm. and save that 9d., than to allow it to
rot at the siding. That is the way the pro-
position strikes me. Mr, MeGibbon is highly
indignant abouf the position. and he ad-
vises the farmers to go on strike. Mr, Me-
Gibbon reminds me ahout the fable of the
fox and the cat. The fox and the eal were
one day talking about their tricks. The cat
said that if the dogs eame she had anly one
trick, to run up a tree. The fox said that
he had dozens of tricks, that he could dodee
and furn and twist. When the hounds came
along, the fox performed all his tricks and
oot eanght; ike eat performed simply her
one trick and zot up o free, and was safe.
Mr. McGibbon and those with him have only
one trick—to milk the Government cow.
Reverting to my anecdote, the eat philoso-
phised, saying, “One zood trick is worth a
dozen inferior ones.” T know places in the
North-West, however, where Lhe eat’s trick
would be of no avail, becanse there are no
trees to climb. Mr. MeGibhon and his
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triends have struck a somewhat similar posi-
tion. Their one trick being to milk the Gov-
ernment cow, the Government cow has
rone dry. Another way of putting it
would be that there is no tree for
Mr. Me(Uibbon and  his friends to
climb. Next in regard to the trading con-
cerns, The condemnation of these used to
ke a strong point with the recent Leader of
the Opposition and present Premier, and
with the present Minister for Works. The
weary, weary hours through which I have
sat listening to their abuse and condemna-
tion of State enterprises, and especially of
the State steamers, We were told that apart
from our want of business acnmen, there
was only one thing needed to condmn us, and
that was the State enterprises. Those enter-
prises, we were told, were the absolute cause
of the deficit. However, the present Gov-
ernment come along with their Estimates
and show that the State enferprises are mak-
ing over (100,000 profit this year. If
the present Government had not those
State enterprises, which for five wvears
they have abused, and which aceording to
lheir platform they ought to abolish, their
defieit would be £600,000 instead of £300,000.
T do not know that anv Government ever
had a more complete justification, or a more
conclusive reply to such vilification as we
were subjected to when silting on the Gov-
ernment benches. in regard to the State
trading concerns. Evidently, the present
Government are convinced that the coneerns
represent a valuahle asset {o the State. That
being so, Ministers should put forth some
effort 1o keep those eoncerns going. The hest
trading coneern the State has to-day is the
steamship serviee; and, in my opinion, the
duty of the Government is to make that ser-
vice such as to vield the fullest possible
benefit. What is required, and what should
he supplied at the earliest possible moment,
is two wmew ships speciallv built for the
North-West coast. The trade is there, and
an enormons amount of profit is to be made;
and with the proper class of oil-fired Diesel
ship it will be posible to redace the freights
to North-West settlers—and they are deserv-
ing of it-——hy almost 50 per cent. and still
make a profit. Hon. members opposite, how-
ever, have in the past condemned the State
Steamship Serviee in such terms that they
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feel now they cannot continue that service.
In view of the enormous profits being made
by the Slate enterprises, the (Government
should give them a fair ehance; and as re-
gards the State Steamship Service they
should provide the people of the North-West
with proper ships ot the earliest possible
moment.

The Minister for Works: But the steam-
ers are not the only State enterprise.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Next a few words
in regard lo that extraordinary cattle deal
which has been made throngh Emanuoel
Brothers. The deal is the most astounding
1 have ever known. 1 do not call it into
question on account of its being a secret eon-
tract. 1 hold that all such agreements must
be kept secret uniil completed. But the posi-
tion is that two Stale sleamers are to be
put on to carry caltle fromi Derby and the
people of Wyndham—equally deserving
people and including many small men—are
to be lefi absolulely withont fonnage to carry
their stoek, while Emanuel Brothers are able
to sell 14,000 bullocks at over £10 per head.
Let it not be forgotten that Emanuel
Brothers have neot got 14,000 bullocks.
They' will buy them from the small
men at £4, £5, and £6 per bead,
and will put the difference in their
own pockets. The cattle at Derby to-day arve
at lhe command of the Government. It is
impiossible to dispose of those bullocks ex-
cepl by shipment south. That being so, it
was (he duty of the Government to acguire
these catile at a reasonable rate. It was
the dnty of the Government to say, “We are
not going to pay you more for your ecatlle
than we are paying to our own cattle station
of Moula Boola.” The Government’s Moula
Boola stalion is credited for its bullocks at
£7 per head. The Government have 800
head on that stalion, and are taking only
500 of them. Thus, 300 Government bul-
locks will remain on the run while Emnanuel
Bros. get over £10 per head for what bhal-
loeks they own and, practieally, for what
they ean purchase. Whoever made that deal,
made an extraordinarily bad deal for the
State.

Mr. Buteher: Where do the caftle pro-
ducers in your electorate come in?

Mr. TNDERWOQOD : They do not come in
at all. They are enfirely ignored. Their

[ASSEMBLY.]

bullocks will have to come overland. Indeed,
it would pay the cattle growers in my elee-
torate (o send their caitle northwards to
Derby and sell them to Emanuel Bros. for
shipment by the State Steamship Service.
That would pay my electors who raise eattle
better than te send their bullocks over-
land tg this market. I am bound to say I
agree with Mr. Holmes that the deal is one
of 1he most extraordinary ever made by any
Governmnent. Whether it is possible to get
ont of the deal, I do not know; but I do
know that Emanuel Bros. have got about
£40,000 more than they should have received.
They are being paid £4¢,000 more than the
cattle eonld have been bought for, and they
have kept out all the small growers ahout
IIall’s Creek, whose cattle will be left abse-
lutely unshipped.

Mrv., Colier: The agreement is so beauti-
fully one-sided, too. The Government take
all the risk.

The Minister for Works: How does the
hon, member make out that £40,000 excess?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The price of 354d.
per pound is equal to about £10 per head at
Derby. The Government should have bought:
the cattle at £6 per head at Derby. Six
pounds per head at that port wouwld repre-
sent the highest priece ever paid exeept on
that oceasion, last year, when Elder, Shen-
ton & Co. had the last Government pinched.
Five pounds is & good priee for a bullock
at Derhy.

Mr, Munsie: For years many growers
have.not got more than £2 10s. per head.

My, UNDERWOOD: The growers around
Derby and Wyndham would consider them-
selves absolutely on velvet if they got £4 10s,
per head. Not only the httle men, but the
big men also, say the same thing—that if
they get £5 per head tbey are doing remark-
ably well. The Government ought not to
have paid more than £6 per head at the very
outside. The previous Government paid more
because they were absolutely jambed. The
present Government, however, had all the
vear to go; and, besides, they had the Wynd-
ham bullorks to fall back on. TLast year
the Wyndham cattle were sold at £4 10s.
per-head and sent east to Queensland. This
year the Government had Wyndham and
Derby to draw on, They could have gol
those 14,000 bullocks at Wyndbam and
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Derby.  They could have got them aluag
the eoast, possibly some out of my electorate
and some out of Roebourne, for £6 per head
delivered on the wharves. The saving which
could have been effecied is nearer £50,000
than £40,000.

The Minister for Works: That is only
what you state. There is no proof.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The proof is that,
until Elder, Shenton & Co. sold eertain bul-
locks last year, so much as £6 per head
had never, I believe, heen paid for cattle
at Derby. Cattle had been sold there for
£3 10s., £4, and £5, but never for £6. Fur-
ther, Bmanuel Bros. were the people who,
by manipulation of the tick regulations,
cause a tick line fo be drawn which obliged
the cattle growers around Hall’s Creek, not-
withstanding the fact that their cattle were
clean, o travel their bullocks through the
tick infested country to Wyndham, whereby
they sometimes lost 50 per cent. of the eatfle
they started with. That is something
Emanunel Bros. did a few years ago, to
secure the Derby irade for themselves,

The Minister for Works: They must be
a bad lot.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They are a job lot,
and a pretty bad job at that. Formerly they
never patronised the State steamers, bat
now they are going to patronise them to the
extent of £40,000 or £50,000.

Mr. Munsic: Even their agents would not
travel as passengers on the State steamers.

Mr, ONDERWOOD: Xext I desire to
offer a few remarks on the proposed action
of the Government in regard to immigra-
tion. We have beeu told, with a flourish of
head lines, that the Government are prepar-
ing for immigration—that they intend to
initiate a huge immigration policy after the
war. 1 say they would do better to apply
their minds to winning the war, meaniim«
letting the “afterwards” alone. However,
they are proeeeding to survey land for
settlement. All the unemployed surveyors
are to be put on to survey land for immi-
grants who may he coming here five years
hence.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That is in response to an inquiry from
the Imperial Government, through the Seec-
retary of State for the Colonies, as to how
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muny discharged soldiers we could take

after the war.

Mr. TNXDERWOOD: I think the Govern-
ment were, in fact, flying a kite.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter}: No. That was in reply to an inguiry
From the Imperial Government.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: The Government
are setling out to survey more lands. In the
first place, we are told, the object is to clas-
sify lands. But until the Agricultural Bank
has got rid of the tarms that have fallen
into ils hands, forfeited farms—of which
there must be a thousand or so—it seems
an absolute waste of money to send out sur-
veyors to map out more land.

Hon. J. D. Connollv (Honorary Minis-
ter): It is not proposed to sarvey more land
in the wheat districts. The proposal is to
classify the Sounth-Western lands.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The good lands in
the South-West are all held already. What
is needed there is resumption, if we are look-
ing for settlement in the South-West—not
further surveys. They are also going to re-
new the pastoral leases with a view to assist-
ing immigrants. [ trust that before the
Government think of renewing those leases
they will have the land thoroughly classified.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): Yes, that 1s right.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: Never mind talking
immigration, but put your surveyors on now
to classify that land.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That was part of the announcement.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No, the announce-
ment was that surveyors were to be put on
for the agricultural land, and that legislation
would be introduced to deal with those leases.
It would be most unpatriotie to renew those
leases without classification, without the
State getting a fair return for the land.

Hon. J. D, Connolly (Honorary Minis.
ter}: No one has asked for it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The announcement
was made that legislation would be intro-
diced to renew those leases.

The Minister for Works: On fair terms.
Leave it to us.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: Aceepting the as-
surance of the Minister for Works that he
is going to see to it, I will Jeave that subject.
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On the question of Royal Commissions, T
may remind the House that we have heard
of Nero fiddling while Rome burnt. If ever
there was Hddling while the country was
burning, we have it in these Royal Commis-
sions. We have a Royal Commission on the
Esperance railway. All the information
ihey can possibly gather is contsined in the
files. I understand there was an agreement
between the Country party and the Liberals,
and it was part of the bond, that there
should be a Hoyal Commisssion on agricul-
ture. And so we go to the wasteful expen-
diture of paying the three or four or five
Commissioners and a secretary to travel
round the ¢ountry and find out what every-
body, certainly our departmental experts,
ought o know already. We have at least
four commissioners in the Agricultural De-
pariment costing each over £1,000 per an-
num. They are supposed to know all about
agriculture. 1f those four men cannot tell
us all aboul the subject we should sack them
forthwith. Tt is absurd to appoint a Royal
Commission to get the evidence of our own
experts. Why should not the Minister call
ifi those experts and get the information
himsel at first band? As a matter of fact,
this is one of the means of throwing dust in
the eyes of the people. The commission was
appointed merely to bluff and feol the agri-
culturists, to endeavour to make them be-
lieve that the Government had the industry
at heart. Tf, affer having employed four
costly experts for the last seven years, we
require a Roval Commissich on agriculture,
we ought to sack those experts. I will go
farther and say we ought to get rid of the
commission and the experts altogether. 1
do not helieve any or all of them will be two-
pennyworth of advantage to the State with
the information they can get. Our various
commissioners have failed miserably to give
value for the money they have received in
wages and expenses. At a time like this,
when we are asked to sink party differences,
T think it is up to the Government fo drop
the tiddly-winking rubbish they have put be-
fore us this session. Take the Notice Paper.
There is on it searcely a Bill which we ean-
not do withont, except perhaps the taxa-
tion proposals. There are in all about 30
Bills, and they are stil! coming in. If we
have a desire to run the country without
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party polities the Government must chuek
oul that rubbish, close down Parliament,
get back to their Ministerial oflices, and give
their business acumen a run, so that the
country may have the henefit of it. There
is not one of these Bills we could not do
without until the war is over. The rubhish
on the Nolire PPaper is an indieation that
the present Covernment are simply the
mouthpiece of the civil servants.

Mr. Munsie: They are not going on with
those Bills, they are going to drop them. It
15 only kidstakes.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: T objeet to kid-
stakes at a time like this, Wipe these things
off the Notice Paper, pass the Estimates and
shut down, thus saving the expense of run-
ing Parliament. Notwithsianding the posi-
tion in the country, [ am still convinced that
as soon as things resume the normal the
State will puoll tbrough and be again one of
the most prosperous in the Commonwealth.
T am convinced of the recuperative powers
of the State; but it is necessary for the
politicians to sink that earping, miserahle
eriticism whieh is indulged in merely for the
sake of getting the billet another fellow has.
Let vs drop it and endeavour to do the best
we can in a time Iike this. During the pre-
sent war we shounld all endeavour to do our
best for the State and for the Empire. To
continue to haggle on the rubbish we have
bere nnd waste money on Royal Commissions
seems to me to deny that we have the best
interests of the State at heart: altérnatively
it ts a denial of the proposition that we have
the intellect to tun the State.

Mr. B B. JOHNSTON {(Williams-Narro-
gin} [610): T wish to say to-day, as on the
oceasion of eaeh of the Budgets sinee the be-
zinning of the war—and also to re-echo fo
an extenil the remarks of the member for
Pilbara ({Mr. Tnderwood)—that in suach
siressful times it is the elear duty of every
member to do all he can to assist the Gov-
ernment, and the Treasurer particularly, in
regard to financial proposals of expendilure
and taxalion.

Mr. Anwgin:
somewhere.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes, and it is a
spirit that T wish lo see those who use it act
up to. I believe the great majority of mem-
bers have that spirit to-day. At any rate, it

We have heard that before
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has been evillenced by an es-Treasurer in the
person of the member for Irwin (Mr. Gar-
diner} ever sinece the war broke out, irre-
spective of which Government have been in
power, and 1 give eredit to thai hon. member
for the offers he has made of his time, bis
experience and his ability to assist first one
Treasurer and then the other. If words
mean anything, those of us who heard the
speech of {he leader of the Opposition the
other evening must give him eredit for being
imbued with the same spirit. I would not
blame the Premier if, in view of the pablic
spirited offer of the leader of the Opposition
to assist in regard to the financial matters,
the Premier were willing to consider that
hon. member’s proposals on their face value.

The Minister for Works: At their face
value, yes.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: T trust the ma-
jority of members sitting behind the leader
of the Opposition will agree that the bon.
member shall act up to the olive branch he
held out.

The Minister for Works: Do you eon-
sider the last speaker acted up to it?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, quite the
reverse. Even if mistakes have been made
in the past, it has been pointed ont that the
posilion in regard to the war has never been
more serions than it is to-day. Let us there-
fore drop {his recriminalion as far as we are
able to.

Mr. Carpenter: You are in the soup.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: And give the
Covernment the assistance every member of
the llouse is paid for and should endeavour
to give.

Ay, Taylor: 1 would assist them to go to
the country at once.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : At any rate, the
Press has told us that the proposal for a
select committee to go into the financial pro-
positions is under consideration. Personally
I hope it will be earried inio effect, and I
hope this party bickering will be dropped
and that the select committee, if appointed,
will go a bit further and search the Esti-
mates to sce if they eannot stop a lol of un-
necessary expenditure on the part of the
great spending departments. If it is not the
desire of the Labour party that the leader
of the Opposition should carry out his fair
and publie-spirited suggestion in this re-
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spect, I am confident that tbe Ministry are
quite capable of going through the depart-
ments and carrying out those economies in
administration which they bave promised us
and whieh I think it is the wish of the ecoun-
try should be carried out. I admit that the
present Estimates of expendifure appear to
have been framed on the lines of those of
the Government of last year.

Mr. Collier: Only more extravagant.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: They appear
1o me to be framed very much on the same
lines. 1t has been a disappointment to me,
and the only reason I ean suggest for it is
that during the past four months, with Par-
liament sitting the greater part of the time,
with a strenwous election campaign in the
Canning electorate before that, and with a
referendum eampaign during the short ad-
journment of Parliament, Ministers have not
had an opporiunity of making those radical
changes which in some instances are desir-
able.

Sitling suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Before tea I was
diseussing the position which the Govern-
ment would find themselves in if the Labour
party decided not to permit the leader of the
Opposition to carry out his public-spirited
offer to meet and confer wilh members of
the other party in regard to certain finanecial
proposals. There is no doubt that in that
event Ministers are quite capable of taking,
and T am sure would be prepared Lo take,
the responsibility of their positions and
going carefully into their depariments with
a view to seeing what economies could be
effected.

Mr. Underwood:
months to do that in.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: They have no*
had fonr months, For nearly a month after
the elegtion Ministers were engaged in a
bilter eleclioneering fight where they should
have beer returned unopposed, and the
people’s money has bad to be utilised ac-
cordingly. After that the House sat for a
few weeks, and Ministers consequently have
not bod an opportunity of going into de-
partmental matters, which we trust they will
get when the recess eomes, and again for

They have had four
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three weeks or so they were engaged on the
referendum campaign. ’

Mr. Carpenter: Do not apologise for
them.

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON: In my opinion
that is probably the reason why these Esti-
mates so mearly follow the lines of these of
their predecessors. It is & duty which the
Government owe fo themselves and their
supporters in this House and in the country
that as soon as the recess arrives they should
carefully serutinise all expenditure and see if
it cannot be, as I believe it can be, very con-
siderably reduced.

Mr. Carpenter: Youn admit they cannot
solve the financial problemn.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No. I am of
the opinion that when they devote them-
selves to it they can solve it as it ought to
be solved. 1 should be pleased to see them
taking that aelion.

Mr. Hudson: Do you soggest their hav-
inz a conference with the author of the Nev-
anas coniract?

Alr. E. B. JOINSTON: 1 suggest that
the Government should economise before they
bring down to us any new and unprece-
dented measures of (axaiion on these lines,
which have not been put before ihe people
of Western Australia at an election for their
consideration. There is no need for me to
enlarge on the publie-spiritedness and pat-
riotism of the people of the State. We have
had ample evidence of that on many ocea-
sions, and I am satisfied thatf the people are
prepared to bear any fair and further mea-
sure of taxation when its necessity in the
hest interests of the State has been amply
demonstrated.

Mr. Hudson: De you consider the Gov-
ernment propesals fair?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Some of them
I do consider fair, and am supporting, such
as the additional stamp duty, increased to-
talisator tax, and other small and no doubt
welecome additions to the taxation of the
Stale, which have been approved of by the
House. I think the people of the Stale are
prepared to face the heavy additional taxa-
tion for war purposes that will no doubt be
imposed by the Federal Government, and
when all is said and done it is in the hands of
the Federal Government solely that the re-
sponsibility for the conduct of the war is
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placed. I think there is a feeling through-
out the Western Ausiralian community that
heavy taxation of a novel nature should not
be adopted for State purposes until Min-
isters have been through their departments,
and been satisfied that the whote of the pre-
sent enormous State revenue is being hoth
wisely and eeonomically spent.

Mr. Hudson: Did yon write the article
in the West Australian?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That is the duty
which lies before the Government at the
present time. No assurapce has so far
been given to the taxpayers of West-
ern Australia that our revenue is Dbeing
wisely expended. On the other hand, we
have had repeated statements from the
present occupants of the Treasury benches
that considerable official extravagance was
in progress, and ag far as I know there has
noi been any check placed upon that ex-
penditure.

Mr. Carpenter:
deficit.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That brings me
lo the ¢uestion of Lhe new faxation pro-
posals of the Government. As a friend of
the Government I regret exceedingly that
the proposals for the taxation of cerlain
commodities, some of which are not, strietly
speaking, luxuries, should have been hrought
forward. The Treasurer desires to imapose
taxation of 15 per cent. on the sale of a
large number of commodities. It is esti-
mated that this tax will produce revenue af
the rafe of £300,000 a vear, and it is going
to e levied very largely on the masses of
the people. Onr present direet tax-
ation, according to the Statistical Abstract,
amonnts to only £407,956 per annum, so that
pracijeally speaking, in this one measure
we are asked to very nearly double the
whole of the direet taxation obfaining in
the State of Western Australia at the pre-
sent time. Members of the House are asked
to aecept these proposals, although they have
never been submitted to the people. I am
not satisfied as to the way in which its
ramifications will acf, but I am satisfied
that 1 have no mandate from the people of
my electorate to support them, and that
neither have the Government any mandate,
so far as I know to bring them forward.

They have inereased the
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*"r. Tavlor: The Uovernment have a man-
‘ale to the contrary.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I
grant taxation on the basis proposed,
which 1 feel impelled to admit is il-
fogical, unscientific, and the taxation
itself is  hastily-conceived and unjust.
It appears to me also that it must
veact very unfairly on the man outback.
particularly when one sees on certain lines
that the tax on the pgoldfields or in
the country districts would be more
than twice what it would be on the same
article in the metropolitan area.  Whilsi
this tax is deseribed as a luaxury tax, many
of the principal luxuries of life are
nntouched. This will operate mainly
against the simple pleasures of the poor
people. We find that a school girl drinking
lemon squash is not exempt from the pay-
went of this new tax, while many »f the
real luxuries of the rich entirely escape.
1 wish to refer to its incidence so far ns
some of the traders established in Western
Australia are concerned. Let us take the
case of jewellers. Some of the businesses
are very much depressed already in their
operations since the outhreak of war. I have
heen told on reliable authority that if this
lax is brought into operation those jewellery
shops which have not already branches in
Adelaide, will immediately open hranches
there. T am alse told that all loeal jewellery
would simply be nnmbered as samples, and
that the purchaser who wishes to buy that
particular article will be told that if he will
buy from the Adelaide shop the firm wiil
send across and give a guarantee of delivery
of it in Perth within ten days. They can,
if thev like, bring the article they receive
from Adelaide into the shop and compare i
with the article they had seen there, and it
there was any difference I am assured they
would be permitted to exchange it on the
uod.

Mr. Collier: Why worry abont it; it is
dead.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If it is dead
that iz all right. I have been assured, how-
ever, that this will be the effect of the pro-
posal. T am sure a tax which ean be sn
easily evaded and which would have the
effect of driving established businesses away
from Western Australia ought not to be

[45]
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imposed. In regard te pianos, the same
stale of affairs would exist.

Mr. Underwoud: And what about pian
olas?

Mr. E. B. JOHXNSTOXN : They would come
under the same category as pianos. The
practice of indenting pianos and piauvolas
from places outside Western Australia
would obtain very general recognition. 1
am satisfied that pianos are not in every
case entirely a luxury. People livinz in
the country, with large families, especially
where there are daughters, would be very
much more contented on the land if
they could get a piano on the farm, while
in the City we have people who can go
lo the pirtures and hear music by payving
merely 3d. or 4d. Therefure we should not
deter the j:cople in the country from enjoy-
ing a little luxury in their own homes, The
country storekeeper will certainly be pnt
to a hig disadvantage compared with the
('ity compelitor hecause the whole of the
freight will be added to the selling price
of the article, and the tax of fifteen per
cent. will he added to the freight charges
as well.  In this way the conntry stere-
keer er witl he driven out of business, and
that husiness which will not go to Adelaide
will go to Perth, Tf the proposed tax
is carried into effect it will ruin a number
of deserving people in my distriet. T fur-
ther tnxation is neecessary, I urge that it
chould be on the hasis of ability to pay.
The railway rates have heen iucreased, and
T natiee that when an inerease in the incowme
tax is brought forward we get a flat rate
of 2d. tn ihe pound, whilst when the rail-
wav freights are increased that increase 1s
on a 10 per cent. hasis on Class 1, 2, and
3 goods. T suggest that the position should
ke reversed. We should inereasc the income
tax aceording, as 1 have said, to the ability
to pay. The railway freights, if they are to
be inereased, should be raised on a flat rate
per ton instead of the 10 per cent. basis.
Economy in administration is the first duty
of the Government., and T trust that
something will be done in that direction
before any further taxation proposals are
introduced. In regard to the recent
increase of the railway freights I do not
propose to say as much as I would other-
wise have done, owing to the absence of the
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Minister from the State, but on his return 1
hope to make one of a deputation to wait
on him and urge him to reduce (hese unex-
pected and undesirable increases. lIn the
meantime I wish to record my disapproval
of the action taken. Whilst I have eriticised
the Government on some points, I still recog-
nise that it has done much good in the last
four months under adverse conditions. We
have had the weleome abohtion of the ter-
minal charges.

Me. Collier: And you have bad 10 per
cent. added in exchange.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: I hope the hon.
gentleman will assist me in abolishing that
increase too, and also the equaily unjust
increase which the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe was responsible for as soon as the
member for Boulder (Mr. Collier) was re-
lieved of the position of Minister for Rail-
wuys. We have had the superphosphate
freights reduced: to the old and proper level,
and there lias been the reorganisation of the
Industries Assistance Board, which has been
an excellent thing, and has relieved members
of Parliament from receiving requests 1o
dance attendanece on the board in Perth.
T aiways vontended that the board should
Fe controlled locally by officers of the de-
pariment. The distriet sorveyors who were
in the varions districis should have been
1laced in charge of the work of the board.
Tt was a great mistake not to follow that
course. I am glad to say that the opera-
tions of the board since the decentralisation
took place have proved of great advantage
to the people whom the hoard was created
to assist, There is eertainly more sympa-
thetic land administration at the present
time, and I am glad to see through the
columns of the Press that the Government
have agreed to reduce the price of first-rlass
land in the wheat belt to a maximum of 13s,
an acre. and in this way remove an unjust
anomaly which has obtained since the pass-
ing of the re-pricing Bill.

Mr. Collier: What ahout the poison
leases; have the Government reduced those?

AMr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Whether that is
done or not, T am =atisfied that the Minister
for Lands, who is a man of great praetical
experience, will wipe ont any unjust pro-
visions, such as compelling & man to pay up
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all his arrears of land rents before he can
get any reduction of price granted to him.

Ar. WL D. Johnson: If the Minister for
Lands does that he will do something which
is absolutely wrong.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: He will be doing
what is absolutelv right and neecessary, and
something whieh T regret I could nol per-
suade the hon. member to do 12 monfhs ago.

Mr. Smith: Absolutely just.

Mr. E. B. TOHNSTOXN : The operalion of
that particular section of the Ael has pre-
venfed settlers who needed relief from gmet-
ting it. I look to sympathetic administra-
tion from the Minister for Lands to help
people to get absoiute justice. Tn regard to
the marketing of wheat, we kpow the great
disabilities under which wheat farmers have
been suffering during the past three or four
years, To-day we find that with a fair
season ahead of us the farmers have the de-
pressing news that they are only to receive
an advance of l1s. 6d. a bushel for their
wheat at the siding.

Mr. Foley: Why do they not let private
enterprise have a go at it?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : We do not wish to
have anyvthing to do with private enlerprise
at present ; we wish the pool to continne. The
proposed advance of 1s. Gd. at the siding 1s
utterly inadequate, and when the Premier
is tn Melhourne, I trust he will refer thig
question to the Prime Minister, and see
whether an advanee at least equivalent to
that of last year, namely, 3s. 6d. a bushel
counnt he granted to our wheat farmers.

My, Munsie: That is a vote of eensure on
the Minister who is there now.

Mr. B. B, JOHNSTON: T am satisfied
that the Minister for Industries has done
liis very best under great difficulites, just
as the member for Guildford did when he
represenfed Western Australia at the Wheat
Marketing Board conferences. 1 bave com-
rlete eonfidence in the Minister who is there
noav, just as T had in the member for Guild-
ford, when he represented the State at those
conferences.

Mr. Taylor: T have heard you say that
ahout other Ministers too.

Mr. E. B. JOANSTON: T mention this
ahout the member for Guildford, wha I
know Tteceived special recoenitien at the
hands of the Wheat Marketing Board, and
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[ am confident that the present Minister for
Industries will ¢do his utmest to continue
the guod work which was so ably carried
vut by the member tor Guildford for a con-
siderable time in regard to the wheat.

Mr. Collter: There 15 a friendly feeling
hetween the two Jobnsons now.

My, E. B. JOHNSTON: 1 am quile eon-
tent to say that [ believe the special thanks
given to the member for Guildford were
amply justified.  We have heard a great
deal about the trade being kept amongst
ihe Allies after the war. If ever there is a
time when it will be necessary for trade to
be kept amongst the allied nations it is fo-
day, and whilst 1 would hesitate to snggesi
to the Premier that he should agk the Prime
Minister to approach the British Govern-
ment on this point, I do think that since
wheat is absolutely necessary to the allied
nations and to the Motherland, any sugges-
tion we c¢an wmake that Australian wheat
should he used in preference to that
from the Argentine and elsewhere ought to
be made. I hope the Premier will bring this
matter under the attention of the Prime
Minister during his visit to the Tastern
States, because it is necessary in the inter-
ests of the wheal producers that a larger
advance than 1s. Gd. a bushel shouid be
given.

Mr. GARDINER (frwin) [7.58]: After
histening to. T think, 32 Budget speeches,
may T be allowed to say in regard fo thal
delivered by the Treasurer the other eveningz,
that, whatever his faults, the Treasurer has
a right to reveive the eongratulations of this
House on the clarity of his expressions so
tar as the various mallers that he fouched
upon were concerned. But T am afraid that
15 where compliments must end. T listened
to Sir George Turner twice when Vietoria
was right in the slongh of despond, and I
am inclined to think T would he perfeeily
justified in characterising the present Budget
as drab and depressing. 1 think fhat is the
effect it had on people, not only in the
House, but outside. YWhen one looks at the
surroundings, perhaps the Treasurer allowed
the present environment to affeet him too
much in his ontlook, too much in his antiei-
palions and too little in his realisation.
There are three points abundantly clear:
The first that we are going to have a deficit of
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£3,0,000, the seeond that we are to have no
reduction, indeed an inerease, in the cost of

administration, and tle thnd that \here e
lu pe several taxation Bills to make up the
difterence.  When listening to the speech of
the member fur Pilbara (Mr. Underwoal)
1 was convinced, as bhe is, that that is not
allogether the gravest difficulty at the pres-
ent juncture. He inslanced two biy mnsti-
{ntions, namely the Agriculinral Bank and
the Industries Assistance Board, which are
going to prove very diflicudt problems, re-
quiring a great deal of wisdom from the
coabined braing of Lhe House, if we are not
tg suffer a great toss also under those heads.
We wust look furtlier afield and say that
last year the agriculturists produced three
millivn  pounds of capilal and that this
vear it looks—ift we are lo reeceive only 1ls.
Gid. for the wheat—uas if there will be a great
talling off there. That falling off musl
affeet all the earping powers of every one
of tlie State's cnterprises, and eonsequently
we ean easily imagine that there is to be a
deficit even larger than the Treasurer sug-
gests. 1ndeed, | have a recollection of the
words used Ly the leader of the Opposition
in his last speech as Treasurer, when i
sail e was up against a serious time. Then
we come to the solid Faet that in the midst
ot all these difficuliles there has been no
reduelion in adminisiration, indeed, there
has heen a pretty substantial increase. I am
volving an outside opisten in this: If the
House can show the couniry thal it cuts ad-
ministration gomewhere down to the bone,
somewhere near the same reduction that pri-
vale bhusiness enferprises lave made, then
the people of the State are not going to cavil
at leritimate taxation, provided that taxation
has somethiny more than have some of the
present taxation proposals to recommend it
I believe the spirit of the people says “We
are willing to pay if the State’s necessity
requires it.”  But before that point is
reached they must be satisfied that overy
possible economy is being praetised, that
every wisdom is being exercised by the Gov-
ernment in their administrative acts; then
the people will cheerfully pay taxation if
it 1s necessary lo balanee the finances. Stand-
ing here, one wonders whether we are ever
going to get absolule economy in adminstra-
tion under party Government, ane wonders



1210

i it is ever 1o come aboul. I rcalise that
every lime we go to touch a certain great
seelion, behind that intention is a deep
thonght as te whal attitude that great body
will take at the next election. These are
1imes so serions in their surronndings that
we have to discard all these influences and
say that Parliament owes an obligation fo
the people higher than party owes to party
partisans. When I listened to the speech
of the member for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas),
when 1 listened to the speech of the leader
of the Opposition and to that of the member
for Pilbara {Mr Underwood), I was satis-
fied that the same greal spirit which actnated
those speakers in the last campaign was find-
ing utterance in the House, or some overflow
of it at any rate. 1 saw men there—and 1
sav it with pride—put their political repn-
tations and political futores into the meft-
ing pot of their patriotism, doing it in
confidence and unashamed; and I say if
the same spirit exists here—and I veniure to
think it docs—that sacrifice which members
of Parliament are willing to make for the
wuod of the nation, they in thé same spirit
are willing to make for the good of the State.
1t Lieloves every one of us—and T ean say
this probably with a freer conscience than
most men, becanse it was in that spirit 1
came into the House, il is a spirit I have
given utterance to ever since I have been
here, and it is a spirit which has got me into
serons Lrouble-—to  subserthe to the belief
thai at the present juncture the country has
a right to demand from every member abso-
luteiv the hest thaf is in him, irrespective of
where he sils in the House. When we realise
that, party divisions and party walls are
zoing to fall down, and the best man in the
House will be the man who thinks best for
the Slate. T{ an obligation is thrown upon
members individually, a greaier obligation is
thrown upon those of us who have had poli-
fical experignce, who have had Minisierial
exprerience, who indeed have presided over
that mest important branch, a (fovernment
adminisiralive Treasury. When, the other
right, 1 lieard the leader of the Opposition
say that under {he cireumsiances he was wil-
ling to give the best in him, I realised that
T have ever been ready to give the best in
me in the same way. T then thought I could
see u solufion of seme of these difficulties,
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because if & committe selecied from {he
whole Ilvuse went into this queslion and put
their individual shoulders under the respon-
sibility, if they were seleeted from all
parlies, it would remove whatever was ob-
Jjectiouable in any of their proposals from
the region ol parly aliogether, and each
man would say in ihe interests of the State,
whether or nol it was detrimental to the in-
teresls of bis party, that be was doing the
thing the State wanled him to do, nay, what
ihe State expecied him to do under the eir-
cumstances.  There are iwo  millstones.
There is the millstone of necessity, which is
vight sl the base, and there is anotber mill-
stone, uamely, a growing ecilizen’s opinion
thal the counfry should have the best, not
only .in her Parliament, but in her cilizeas.
I would uiler this word of warning, that
apparvently (hat spirit which we have had in
two eampaigns and whieh has leen sup-
poried by the Press {rom one to the olher
end of the Stafe, finds expression in the de-
mand that the House should exercise rigid
economny belore it effects taxation. 1 believe
ihal spirit is reflected in the citizens, and L
veniture to say that if we get between the
millstone ol necessity and that other mill-
stone, aad bring with us our liltleness of
party and of ambition, onr littleness of per-
sonal desives opposed to the intervesis of the
State, those two millstones will grind us, or
Lhe useless among us, mto powder, and pat
us oui of public life altogether., Tnder ihe
circumslances, it hehoves every one of us
to ask “What can 1 d0%’ For goodness’ sake
let us at the present junclure get rid of this
*“You did it and “You dd it If we are
tackling a man's job, let us tackle it like
wen; do nol lel us keep easting the stone
from onc side to the other. Apy iman whe
has been a Minister of the Crown Lknows
that he has left lols of things undone which
he ought to have done, and that the hyper-
critiral man who follows him ean easily find
fanlt, Lel us fry 1o realise that whatever
vwaz done was done in the belief that it was
in the best inlerests of the State. I will make
thi= offer again: Before I left the James
tovernment, 1 went through everv depart-
ment of administration and I am willing to
zo there now and uniil the 30th June next
free of all eharge {o the State and devote the
whole of my time going throngh those de-
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partraents, with any other members, and
secing if big economies in administration
cannot be eflected.

dr. S. Stubbs: It ean be,

Mr. GARDINER: The greatesi earning
departinent and the most extravagant is the
Railways. The railways of Western Aus-
traiia probably have the smallest capitalisa-
tion per mile of any railways in Australia,
yet their expenses are higher than those of
New SBouth Wales, of Queensland, or of Tas-
mania,

Mr, Collier: The price of coal and of
water is a big factor.

Mr. GARDINER: Take them all as they
exist; the big faclor that stands ount to me
15 Llhat whenever there is a deficiency the
rales are put up to cover the deficiency, but
no aitempt is ever made to say there are cer-
tain scrviees that ought to be curtailed, It
we as a committee of the House instead of
a parly curtail them, we will stand firm and
say that the reform must be effected. We
will have the right to say to the Comnis-
sivner of Railways, “If you cannot show us
a reduction in your administration we will
get somebody who can.”

Mr., Seaddan: He reduced a number of
trains lo Busselton during the winter, but as
soon as ithe new Government eame ip those
iraing were restored.

Mr. GARDINER.: If we are going to be
sincere. if we ean get‘a commitiee from the
House, we will be in a position to say that
whatever decision {he committee arrives at
imnst be earried out or else the House will
have lo iake the responsibility, and no
shame will sit upon the faces of those men
who have tried their best to help the State.

Mr. Seaddan: Why not have a public ac-
counis commilice on a permanent basis?

Mr. GARDINER: I bave refrained from
proposing it, because it is a fad of mine,
and so I will not enlarge upoen it. I say it
is very necessary. e are in this position:
If the Government are not going to tackle
this question, there is only one thing lefi for
us. 1 will not agree to saying, “iVe are re-
ferring that subject back to you, or eise youn
must do that work before bringing in taxa-
tion.” If such a committee were formed,
anl the taxation could come in immediately,
if that committee conld bring down pro-
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posals to this House, then the day atter to-
morrew the other side of the House eould
tuke office so far as [ am concerned, and the
diilieulty would then be theirs. The eommit-
ice should be able to bring down its pro-
posals and say, “There are the savings we
can eifect 1n administration and there is the
taxation we propose shall be introduced.”
Taxaiion has ever been a guestion mn which
it bas been difficult to get an equitable inci-
dence. Let the Iouse say that it realises
this. The leader of the Opposition realises
ity the member for Pilbara {Mr. Underwood)
realises it; we all realise that there is neces-
sity for taxation to make up the deficit.
Then let the combined experience and
brains of this House try to propound a
scheme of taxation which will be fairly
equiiabie, or as nearly equitable as can be
vot, and which will, at any rate, have be-
hind it the knowledge gained by men of ex-
perience.

Mr. Seaddan: But it is no good playing
tlic fool with the people in order to do 1hat.
We have been told that all that is required
i+ husiness acumen.

Mr. Collier: All that was required was to
wet us out und then there would be no deficit.

Mr. GARDINER: T am not concerned as
te that. I want only that taxation shall be
taar (o all seclions of the community. That
is the posilion 1 am taking up. I am plead-
inz for the biguess of Lhis country, pleading
so that men may be able lo say with a clear
conscience they realise that not only are we
al present faced with diffienlites right before
us, but that we realise we shall have to exer-
cise great wisdom to tackle those difficulries
which will appear immediately atler the war.
We have to be in a position to take full ad-
vantage of our opporiunities. In the big
scheme which has been foreshadowed, under
which the products of every one of the
Dominions will be developed by national
capilal, If we can show that we ean get our
own Mifairs in the present distressful time
into somethinz like reasonable form, and
ean do thai as eitizens and members of Tar-
liament pledgzed to do our hest for King
and couniry in lhis most eritical period of
the war, then 1 venture te say we shall be
laying the foundation of a bigger and higher
prosperity (han this State has ever seen.
But it must be done by self-sacrifice. Let us
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at this junclure say we are going to rise
superior fo party guestions,

Mr. HEITMIANN (Geraldten) [8.19]:
Lel me remind the hon. gentleman who has
just sat down that up to the present he has
heen a party man equally with other mem-
bers. The hon. member must realise that
before his ideal of polities in this State can
be fulfilled, it will be necessary to change
and reorganise the whole of the political
inslitutions, not only inside this Cliamber
but also outside. The lon. member has
spoken of free agents, but 1 would remind
fum that be himself in not a free agent;
nor, so far as [ ean see, is any other mem-
ber. He must see the difficulties in the way
of his proposal that party polilies should be
drvopped, and must recognise that before he
can get & member of Parliament according lo
Lis ideal he must have one made to order.
After five years of continuous crilicism, five
vears of misrepresentation, members oc-
cupying the front Opposition benches are
not likely to turn the other cheek. Like
most members on this (Opposition} side who
have adidressed themselves to the Bndget
proposals, like most of the members on the
other (Government) side who have not
spoken at all, and like the public generally
of this State, 1 was disappointed when lis-
tening to the Premier delivering his Budget
speech, T was disappointed hecause there
was no siggestion of rectifying the alleged
extraordinary and unnecessary expenditure
in various departments., I was disap-
pointed, too, at the proposals which he
placed before the eountry for the raising of
extra revenue. For five long years the Pre-
mier has told the people of this country
that it reguired only a change of Govern-
ment to hring ahout a different state of
affairs. Nothing done by the Government
during these five years was right. Even-
{ually the present oeceupants of Treasury
benches changed over from one side of the
House to the other. That change over he-
eame possible by reason of what some
people might eall .the immoral tacties
followed by a band of exploiters. T refer
to those memhbers who, so long as they
could get anything out of the Labour Gov-
ernment were prepared to support that
Government but when they had bleached the
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Crovernment white, and the Treasury also,
said “We have got all we can out of the
Labour Government and we will now sup-
port another Government from which there
is some hope of further assistance.” They
saifl that by their aclions time and time
again.

Opposition member :
that§

Mr. HEITMANN: He indicated it. He
said in effect they had got all they could
ont of the Labour Government and would
now try another Government, and they did.
We now find the actual leader of that party
reeognising the Treasurer’s diflicult position,
and with a view to saving the Treasurer and
his Government, suggesting that this side of
the House should drop party polities in
order to assist the Government to get over
their difliculties of finance. When the pre-
sent Goverument took possession of the
Treasury benches, we were told by the news-
papers of the counlry thaf it was a strong
team, just the men to place evervihing in
order.

Mr. Collier: They were said to be strong
in one speecial line—bhusiness experience.

Alr. HEITMANN:
and financial ability.

Mr. Secaddan: I don’t think
financial ability.

Mr. HEITMANN: They were said to be
Just the men to put everything right. This
was said so persistently for the first day or
two that even Ministers themselves, for the
time believed it. They were only about a
week or two in office when we were told that
confidenee was ance again restored.

Mr. Secaddan: That prosperity was stalk-
ing through the land.

Mr. HETTMANN: The member for Nor-
tham (Xon. J. Mitchell), when contesting
hiz re-election, said the Government had
been in office only ten days, but aiready the
country had confidence in the Government.
The Attorney General said the same thing,
and the Premier himself also made use of
the word eonfidence. To me the only thing
missing in those statements was that the
reference shonld have been to confidential
tricks. T would ask, what has become of all
this eonfidence which we were told the coun-
try had in the present Ministry. Where is

Did Prowse say

Business experience

they said
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the econfidence of Ministers themselves?
Their own actions during the last week or
two indicate that they recognise their belp-
lessness. 1t will be remembered, too, that
the political “little corporal,” the Attorney
General, made the statement that although
the Ministry bad been in power only two
days, they had made satisfactory arrange-
menis regarding soldiers’ fares, a matter
which could not be attended to by the Lab-
our (iovernment in iwo years.

Mr. Scaddan: They did not do it at all;
ihey knew nothing about it until it was done.

Mr. HEITMAXNN: I am told that thai is
the case, but the Attorney General (ook
credit for having arranged the fares of
soldiers at a reasonable rate, although the
Government had nothing to do with the
question.

The Premier: We had all to do with it.

My, Seaddan: You had nothing whatever
to do with it.

The Premier: At least you did not do it.

The Scaddan: 1 admit that we did net do
it, but neither did you.

The Premier: We fixed the whole maifer
up.
Mr. Seaddan: That is nol correet.

The Premier: You neglected to do any-
thine for two years and when we came into
office we fixed the matter up.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. HEITMANN: The arrangement was
eompleted before the Premier came mto
office, the only thing he had to do was to
attach his signature.

Mr, Scaddan: He did not even have to
dg that.

Mr. HEITMAXNYN: I am prepared to
allow that he had to aitach his signature.
Tn any ease, lhis is not a big question,
though an attempt was made to make a lot
of capital out of it. T would be interesting
if the (ipvernment wonld place the file on
the Table, so that the public might be in a
position to know the real facts. The hurden
of the Attorney QGeneral’s theme was that
this Government would square the finances,
that they would look behind the scenes and
find out some of the dreadful doings of the
previous Government, and then the Govern-
ment would appeal to the couniry.  The
Government have now bad their opportunity
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of looking behind the scenes, and they do
not lock any mere pleasant despite the fact
that they have had a stafl doing nothing but
looking for faults,

Mr. Collier:
shift.

Mr. HEITMANN:
night and day.

The Premier: You had spies on; we did
not pay spies.

AMr. HEITMANN: What ahout the man
who was climbing down a rain pipe when he
was discovered? On one o¢ccasion the Min-
ister for \Works was disecovered behind a
bundle of files, about six feet high, dealing
with the construction of the floating dock
at Fremantle,

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Are these faets9

Mr. HEITMANN: Why should T make
the statements if they are not statements of
faet?

The Premier: You must have plenty of
spies.

Mr. HEITMANN: This information does
not necessarily come from spies. When, on
the occasion I refer to, somebody opened the
deor, the Minister for Works nearly took a
fit. It has been suggested that the Minisier
has been pretty well in a fit ever sinee.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr, HEITMANN:
that what I say is true.

The Minister for Works: 1 know that
what you state is ahsolutely incorreet in
every particular,

Mr. HETTMANN: Perhaps it is anknown
to the Minister for Works that certain press-
men aof this City were in his office day in
and dav out, searching for information.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr, HEITMANN: Yes: trving to
discover something to the discredit of the
previous Government.

The Minister for Works: Not in my de-
partment.

Mr, HEITMAXNY: After the members of
the present Government had got behind the
scenes, they were to go to the country. I
do not hear any great anxiety now ex-
pressed hy them to go to the country. It
has been dizeovered that this great team of

Yes, and working night

That is so, working

The Minister knows
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business men, controlled iy the Press of the
State, are positively incapable. They hLave
not been able to deal with any guestion in
anything approaching a businesslike manner.

The Minister for Works: You have given
us innccuracies. Now give us the troth,

Mr. HEITMAXNN: After getiing bebind
ihe scenes and making all sorts of dreadful
discoveries, the Government were going to
appeal to the conntry. We hear nothing of
an appeal now.

The Minister for Works: Give us a chance,
and we will appeal te-morrow.

Mr, HEITMANN : The Minister's courage
merits an iron cross, There is nothing in
the wide world to prevent the Government
from going to the country at ouce.

The Minister for Works: Do you want to
go to the country?

Mr. HEITMANN: T am prepared to go
on the present taxation proposals. Rather
than allow those extraordinary proposals to
be placed on the statuie-bock, this party
would go to the country a hundred times.
The idea of the Minister for Works, fto
challenge ws to appeal to the country on
taxation proposals which will increase the
cost of the working man’s alarm eloek while
allowing the clock on the £400 or £500
motor-car, and also the motor-ear itself, to
be exempt, is positively ridiculous; and I
venture to say the Minister would have a
different tale to tell if he were before his
electors.

The AMinister for Works: We are not
afraid,

Mr. HETTMANN: The Minisler for
Works has been looking pretty down-

hearted of late, and I fear for the Premier’s
health. T long for the time when the Pre-
mier will take a sea trip to London, perhaps
it February or Mareh.

The Minister for Works: You have a
better chance of going to London than the
Premier has.

Mr. HEITMANN: That is an unkind re-
mark for the Minister to make about his
chief. ’

The Premier: It is a compliment.

Mr. HEITMANN: What have the Gov-
ernment discovered so far? What terrible
thing existed when they got behind the
seenes? They said they would throw cer-
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iain responsibilitics upon Royal Commisr
sions. And this i5 responsible government
by a slrong team of capable business men!
Since they bave been in office, there has not
been an important question before the coun-
try which they have not referred, or pro-
posed fo refer, to Royal Commissions. As
recards the five or six taxalion measures in-
troduced last week, if our Constifution will
sland them it will stand anything. The Pre-
mier complaing that lLe found the deficit
creater than il was stated fo be. He also
complains a3 to payments having been de-
ferred bLeyond the financial year. It is
stupid of the Premier tv take up such an
altitude, because e knows that every vear
cerlain payments are thus deferved,

The Premter: My complaint has nothing
whatever lo do with tliose paymnents.

Mre. MIEITMANN: L will put a case on
simijlar lines.

The Premier:
does not exist.

Mr. HEITMAXN: About 1908, if [ re-
member rightly, instructions were issued by
the then Ireasurer, a colleague of the present
Premier, even ic comparatively small whole-
sale traders in the back country not lo send
in their accounts until after a cerlain date
in June. Why?

The DPremier: Such instruetions were
never issued, and you have never been able
to prove that they were issued. Do not re-
peat a stalement of that sort unless you can
prove it. Such insiruetions weve never is-
sued by any Treasurer.

Mr. HEITMANN: They were issued, and
the gentleman who received them, the man-
ager of a trading eoncern on the Murchison,
informed me of the fact.

The Minister for Works: He may have
told vou that, and still it might not be true.

Mr. HEITMANN: What reason would he
have for telling an untruth on the point?
Certainly not the same reason as aciuates
hon. memhers opposite in stating:

The {Premier: Those instruetions were
never issued. You were challenged to prove
their issue, and you were never able to pro-
dnee any evidence. You know you are re-
peating a mis-statement.

Mr. HEITMANN: If it were a mis-state-
ment and if T repeated it for the next six
months, T should not be indulging in mis-

A case on similar lines
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statement to the same extent as the hon. gen-
tleman did when on this side of the Chamber.
I aceepted the word of the gentleman whe
told me of the issue of those instruetions
at the time.

The Minister for Works: Who is he, and
where is he?

Mr. HETTMANN:
it has been done.

The Minister for Works:
heen done by your party.

The Premier: I know it has never been
done,

Mr. HEITMAXNX: The leader of the Op-
position referred to a winute on the files
to that effeet. Is not that so? '

The Premier: No, he did not.
mixing things up hopelessly.

Mr. HEITMANYX: I refer to paywments
held over bevond the end of the financial
year.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. Seaddan: The Auditor General re-
ported on it.

The Premier: The Audifor teneral re-
ported on the last Treasurer every year.

Mr. HEITMANX: The scheme of the
present Government for reducing the defieit
is original.  In execution, 1 presume, of
their eontract wilh the third party in this
House, they reduced railway freights im-
mediately on assuming oflice.  They also
abolished the terminal charges. In the latter
action I entirely concur. T have always
held the opinion that the terminal charpes
were unfair. A settler or miner who hap-
pens to live on a railway line deemed to be
of a eertain class should not, for that reason,
be called on to pay additional taxation in
the way of higher railway freights. As
regards the fertiliser freizhts, however, the
Government have reduced them to consider-
ably below the cost of carriage, and are ask-
ing the rest of the eommunity to make up
the loss through the imposition of higher
freieht clarzes and fares. I agree with the
memher for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood} that
if any indusiry is to he granted a hounty,
it should be done through the Treasurv.
There is no reason why the Commissioner of
Railwavs should earry goods freight free
or al under cost by way of assisting the
farming indusiry.

Ainisters kuow ihat

It may have

You are
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Mr. SMITH: The Cowmmissioner of Rail-
ways is carrying members of Parliament
free.

Mr. HEITMANN: That is worthy of the
hon. member who interjected.  The hon.
member might almost as well refer to the
fact that members of Parliament use the
telephones in this building to ring up their
ltomes without putting twopence in the box.
Instead of assisting an indastry through the
Railway Department, we should set aside for
il a specified amonnt, so that we would know
exactly what the Railway Department is
earning and exaelly what assistance is being
granted to any industry. In regard to the
farming industry generally, I am not going
to vefer to that whieh has been referred fo
on several oceasions to-night, namely, the
diffienll position, =0 far as the Agrieublural
Bank and the Industries Assistgnce Board
are concerned.

Mr. Collier: They have some particularly
elaborate establishments now.

Mr. HEITMAKN: Elahorate is not the
rame for if. We were told they were very
exlravagant previous to the present Gov-
ernment ecoming into office, but the expendi-
turc has gone up in the Industries Assistanece
Board alene by a good many thousands of
pounds, I listened with a good deal of im-
paitence the other night to the remarks of
the metnber for Leonora {Mr. Foley) in re-
gard to the farming industry. I think he
was most unwise in deerying that indostry.
He made the statement that this was never
roing 1o be a farming country, or words to
that effect. If this country is not going to be
an agricultural country, it is not going to be
anything at all. One can see the ather in-
dusrtries going down steadily while the sec-
ondary industries are not yet ready. It will
he a long time yet before the population is
sufficiently large in Western Australia to
cope with the secondary industries. If the
country is going to be anvihing at all, it
must be that through the farming industry.
In the early part of their reign members of
the (iovernment mentioned that they were
in favour of bulk handling, and led some of
the farmers io helieve that bulk handling
would be an accomplished faect. They must
have known that they had no finances and
were not likely to have any for vears to
come. If there was a million or two to spare
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to-day for bulk handling I would put that
money into existing farms in order that the
occupants might be able to farm properly
on mixed lines. The present system of de-
pending only on wheat is, T think, a bad one
and the sooner that farmers recognise that
the better it will be for the community.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: They recogmse it,
but eannot help themselves.

Mr. HEITMANN: They have not recog-
nised it fully. There are many farmers in
{he country who could have gone in for
mixed farming on a small scale.

Mr. Bolton: They are wheat growers,

My, HEITMANN: I have not been able
to discover the difference between farming
and wheat growing. However, let us call
them agriculturists. Tt is almost a waste of
fime for hundreds of farmers to do nothing
else bnt depend on wheat. If the Govern-
ment ean adopt sowe scheme for providing
farmers with a few head of stoek to begin
with ihey would be doing more for the coun-
try than to bring in a scheme for the bulk
handling of wheat. ‘The proposals of the
CGlovernment to raise extra revenue seem to
be disturbing the public generally. I am of
opinion that at all events not every one of
measures will be placed on the statute-book.
I am prepared to support some of them, al-
though 1 believe they are not as sound as
faxation measures ought to be. With re-
spect to the toialisator tax, this was bronght
forward simultaneously with the measure to
do away with the bookmaker, and, as usual,
the Premier seems to jump hefore he looks
closely, and is now apparently going to
allow the bookmalker to continne. We have
the stamp tax at which no one will cavil very
mucl. That in itself is not very fair, inas-
mueh as some people are conducting busi-
nesses out of which they will be called upon
to pay considerably more than others. At
the present time these are only making a
bare living. 1t is not altogether sound, but
has been adopted in all parts of the world.
T am prepared to support an increased divi-
dend tax if the ineome tax is also increased.
I am not prepared to say ihat because a
company is in a position of declaring divi-
dends it should be singled out for special
taxation. 1 am prepared to support the land
and jneome lax, but it appears to be based
on a basis different from the present one.
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The idea whieh bas come from the Govern-
ment that they should increase the tax on
the man with £200 a year 2d. in the pound,
whilst they put the same tax on ihe man
with £1,000 a year, is in my opinion not
palatable to the majority of members;
neither is it palatable to the eouniry. This
is a time when we may all expeet that those
people who are receiving large incomes
should not object to paying a large amount in
order to make up the leeway in our finances.
1t has been suggested that there should be
a select commitlee or a finance committee to
deal wilh the finances. It is not a new pro-
posal, although new as applied to finances
alone. The difficulty of the Premier appears
to me to be that he cannof get members on
his own side ic aceept the proposals he has
laid before the House.

Mr. Munsie: That is the fly in the oint-
ment.

Mr. HEITMANN: Nor will ke be able
to get ilhe members of the Opposition to
support all the measures he is bringing for-
ward. The Opposition 12 months ago, when
introducing fresh laxation measures, said
that they realised Lhat fresh taxalion was
necessary. They had realised that all along.
They say to-day that fresh taxation is
necessary, but the trouble is that we eannof
arrive at what is equitable in the way of
taxation. The suggestion is made, therefore
in order to get over the difficulties surround-
ing parlty polilies thal a commitiee should
be formed to wo into these questions.

Mr. Harrison: A very wise thing, loo.

My, HEITMANN :
hand over to it—

Myr. Smith: Your leader offered to.

Alr. Munsie: He did nothing of the kind.
Word bwisting again.

Mr. Smith: What did that offer mean?

Mr. Scaddan: Read Hansard.

Mr. HEITMANN: TFinancial questions,
go far as the State is eoncerned, should be
placed above party and party seems to be
the only difficulty in the way. I subgest that
the Government should place the whole of
their laxation proposals on the Table of the
Hounse and give members of their party a
free hand. Tet the whole House diseuss them
from a non-party standpoint. If that was
done it wonld be found that on some of the

1 am not prepared to
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proposals membhers would be crossing over
from one side or the other.

My, Smith: Will you guarantiee that your
party has a free hand.

Mr. HEITMAXN: This party has an
absoluiely free hand. The Premier has a
very simple solution to the problem sur-
rounding party politics. Let him bring i
his finaneial proposals, and let ihe House
deal with them, each member free, and we
. must of necessity have the best measures ae-

cording to the desires and abilities of the

different members of the Chamber.

Mr. W. D, Johnson: That would settle
the taxation proposals.

Alr. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
[8.53]: I would not have spoken to-night if
it had not been for the actions of the Trea-
sarer in introducing his BEstimates. It is
all very well that at this time we should en-
deavour to get rid of our financial obliga-
tions, and endeavour to place them on the
shoulders of other people. For five years
it has bheen driven in upon the public of
Western Australia that this party, when
on the Treasury benches, was continually
endeavouring to conduct the finances of the
State, but doing so in a wrongz manner. The
Premier in introducing his Budget could not
get away from that stalement, and he again
desived 1o lead the people to believe that
the position in which he was placed that
evening was due fo something which he had
done. 8o it goes on conilinually. The ve-
sult of this was that the leader of the Op-
posilion took the Treasurer to task for in-
troducing extreme party methods in deliver-

. ing his Budget.

The Premier: Have you read it?
a most mild utterance.

Mr. ANGWIX: Yes, there is nothing in
it. Some one formed the conelusion that the
leader of the Opposition had offered to put
the Premier on the right path.

AMr. Seaddan: T am prepared to do that at
any time.

Mr. ANGWIXN: The surgestion eame
from the leader of the Country partv. The
position was that the Premier, realising that
he and his erew were incapable of putiing
the couniry right, immediately invited other
members to put the finances in order. Just
fancy the ex-Treasurer. a man who was said

It is
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to he ineapable, who was bringing Western
Australia {0 vuin, who was responsible for
a colomn and a half in the Sunday Times
every week in conneeiton with the “Gone a
Million Club,” being asked to pull the coun-
try round, to put the present Minisiry into
the right path, and to help them in their
financial proposals. They are unable to help
themselves 1 spite of the womderful busi-
ness acumen about which they have preached
to the country for so many vears. It is
worth while repeating, after what we have
read in the Press, and after what has been
said by the member for Wilkams-Narrogin
(Mr. E. B. Johnston), what the leader of
the Opposition said when speaking to the
Puodget. speech. He sympathised with the
Treasurer over the position in which he was
placed, and said—

AL the same time 1 must express regret
that he made the undertaking a hard one
for himself by finding a difficulty in not
removing himself as Treasuwrer of the
State from the position of leader of the
party, and thus diseussing the finances of
the State—which in my opinion at all
events require distussing from a non-
party standpoint perhaps more than any-
thing. else requires suech discussion.

Then again he said—

The very first paragraph of the hon.
centleman’s speech was more concerned
with beliltling his political opponents and
decrving them than it was eoncerned with
handling the finances of the State from the
point of view of the hest advantage of
the State . . . ... The Treasurer has my
sympathy, and T only wish to heaven that
the lion. gentleman may learn the lesson
that the finances of the State are a mat-
ter which affect him, not only when he 1s
on the Treasury benches, but also when
he is in Opposition.

That is the statement of the leader of the
Opposition in regard to finances. He dis-
agrees with the aetion of the Treasurer in
belittling those who have lately gone out of
office in deerving them in the manner he had
done, and in putting before the country and
the Honse a statement whiech did not hear
any close serutiny, particularly in dealing
with the amount of £93,000, which he said
should have heen paid last wyear and in-
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cluded in the expenditure for the year.
There is a possibility of that having been
left out, at the same time the Treagurer did
not, to counteract the effect of that, point
out the large sums which are due to the
Treasurer against any amounts outstanding.
They looked through the whole of the ae-
counts from A to Z and appointed a Com-
mittee and tried to set aside the decision of
P'arliament in regard to the expenditure of
#13,000, The Committee, of course, re-
fused to do that. What is the position of
the trading concerns? We find that moneys
are owing to the sawmills to the extent of
£9,519, the brickworks £599, the quarries
£304, and the implement works £67,666.
These were moneys outstanding on the 30th
June. The amount owing to State stenmers
was £15,000, making a total amouat of debts
owing to the State from these fine concerns
of £92,083. That is after allowing for all
amounts owing fo ereditors and for bad and
doubtful debts, The net amount which it is
anticipated the Treasurer will get from
these |concerns will help to balance the
amounts which he says were left out of the
expenditnre last year. ' In addition to these
amounts we find we have stores and stocks
cf the valne of £156,635 at the sawmills,
£2,055 at the quarries, £2,139 at the brick-
works, £72,631 at the implement works, a
total of £233,460, so that we have this con-
siderable sum of money representing an
asset, and all that the (Government ean find
as having been left out is £93,000. Of
course the Premier ihis year will find that
a large portion of this money will he of
some henefit to him in helping him to square
his finances,

The Minister for Works: All that money
had to be found to provide the stores.

Mr. ANGWIN: That money was found
ont of revenne and it was paid before the
close of the finaneial year. The Treasurer
did not give the off-set. This is only deal-
ing with the frading concerns. If we take all
accounts it is probable that we will find
another £100,000 or £200,000, For instance
if the farmers paid their debts, the deficit
would bhe considerably reduced, and things
wonld not look so black.

The Minister for Works: Do you say that
all that money is there in stores?
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Mr. ANGWIN: I do. The estimate in re-
gard to the timber concerns is a very conser-
vative one and in connection with the img
plemenl works the stores are all compara-
tively new.

Mr. Scaddan: It is in the balance sheef.

Mr. ANGWIN: Yes, less allowance for
bad and doubiful debts.

The Minister for Works: My mouth is tied
because 1 wani to sell these works.

Mr. ANGWIN: The hon. member would
not be allowed to sell them.

The Minister for Works: That is your
opinion.

Mr. Thomson: Move a motion of no-confi-
dence.

Myr. ANGWIN: It might come quicker
than the hon. member thinks.

The Minister for Works: You eannot stop
me selling them; you try, anyhow.

Mr. ANGWIN: A good deal has been said
about the proposed taxation which has been
placed before hon. members almost simultan-
eously with the Budget. We eannot help
roing back to consider the statement of the
Premier when leader of the Opposition in
regard fo the nquestion of taxation. In 1915,
in dealing with taxation measures then he-
fore the House ihe present Premier said—

So far as I am concerned, I am not in
favour of imposing inereased taxation
until sueh fime as the Government has
shown some strong determination fo exer-
eise that due economy whieh the country

15 entitled to expeect at their hands.

How has that economy been shown by the
present Government? He went on to say—

Feonomy must be exercised. That has

heen laid dewn as a fundamental pelicy, ~

not only of the Liberal parly, but also of
my friends opposite.
Yet if we analyse the Estimates at the pres-
ent time we will find that there is an inerease
of over £15.000 for clerical work alone.

The Minister for Works: What depart-
ment is that in?

Mr. ANGWIN: Right through the Estr-
mates. I notice that a new system has been
introduced in regard to the preparation of
the Estimates. Hon. members are aware
that a number of our permanent officers have
enlisted,. and others have been appointed to
take their places temporarily. If we look
at the Estimates, we will see that there bave
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beeu reductions; but if we follow the pages
down, we find that temporary officials have
been appointed and a decrease of £200 may
be shown on a particular vote, while an
inerease of £500 is shown on another for
similar work. If we were wasting money
previously, what are the present Gov-
ernment doing to-day? There are many
votes that require a close serutiny. Why
should the University vote be increased?
This increase has been brought about
in an indirect way and instead of the
vote being £13,500, we find that there is a
separate vote for the payment of the pro-
fessors. Nothing whatever has been done
by ilhe present Government in the way of
bringing about economies.

Mr. Scaddan: Was it economy to shifi
the Education department?

Mr. ANGWIN: The Public Works vote
hias been increased to pay additional rents.
In faet, evervthing thai the present Govern-
ment have done since they came into office
has brought about an inereased expenditure,
So far as the Industries Assistance Board
are concerned, we were told that owing to
the change which had been made, there
would be an economy in administration. Yet,
looking at the Estimates we find there is an
increase in the expenditure of £3.000. The
farmers will have to pay that. There is a
possibility of the Leeislative Council making
provision for this money to be taken out of
the pool. Can this he ealled economy? In
regard to (ke tramway system, thie member
for North Perth {Mr. Smith) has heen the
ehief advocate in this Chamber for a redue-
tion in the fares and the introduction of
penny seetions. Tf hon. mewmbers refer lo
the Railway report dealing with the Perth

tramways. they will find that ne
allowance has been made for depre-
ciation or sinking fund. T am of

the opinion that it might ke a good thing
for the eountry if the City Council took
over the trams, but if they knew the exact
position they would not be quite so inclined
te toke them over. We find that there was
a profit last vear after paving interest, but
if they paid fair interest and depreciation
and sinking fund, there would have heen a
loss of something over £20,000, If the Perth
trams had to payv as the Fremantle trams
do depreciation and sinking fund, they
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would certainly have shown a loss to that
extent. .

Mr. W. D. Jolmson: How do the Perth
maintenance charges compare with those of
Fremantle?

Mr. ANGWIN: Those of Fremantle are
considerably lower.

Mr. Smith: The company made a bigger
profit and gave a better service.

Mr. ANGWIN: The working expenses per
car mwile in Perth amount to 12.14d., and
those of Fremanile 11.772d. The working
expenses plus interest per ear mile in Perth
were 15.71d. and Fremanile 13.425d. While
the working expenses were much higher in
Perth, their takings were also much higher.
The average passenger fare per ecar
mile in Perth was 252d., while at Fre-
mantle it was 1.699d. [{ appears to
me that the costs in connection with
the Perth tramways are too high. There
1Is no less a sum than £7,345 paid for
superintendence, and 1 am inclined to think
that a goord portion of that goes to the Rail-
way Department, and there is a possibility
of the Railway Department taking some
credit for what the iramways should have.
Take the Loeo. Department, and it will be
found there that superintendence is fairly
considerable. And so it goes, right through
the whole of the tramway returns. There is
no doubt, if the Perth trams had to pay the
same as any other company they would have
shown a loss this year of close on £25,000,
Durtng the debate T have been twitted with
being a pessimist in regard to immigration.
I think the anticipation placed before the
country by the Colonial Seeretary is one of
those statements which have been made by
him without any consideration whatever.
The Colonial Secretary is given to making
statements which rarely bear any frmt. It
is estimated that at the close of the war we
are to bring in some 25,000 immigrants per
annoum. In 1912-13, when we had the maxi-
mum number of immigrants coming to the
State, the New South Wales and Victorian
Governments joined forces for the purpose
of putting into effect a large immieration
paliev. Tmmediately following on this the
shipping companies raised their fares £2 per
head. The Governments referred to heoked
in London several thousand berths for im-
migrants. Unfortunately they conld not get
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the immigrants and, except for those which
we in Western Australia took from them,
they had to pay for the empty berths. At
that time there was a movement in England
against emigration, and it was held that
England could not afford to lose her popula-
tion to Australia. In 1914 the then Liberal
Government in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment provided assistance for the States to
the exfent of £250,000 to enable them to
increase the number of their immigrants,
the assistanee to be granted on the inerease
of the past three years. Soon realising
the diffienlty of getiing immigrants from
the British TIsles, Mr. Cook sent an
officer to Europe, to the end -that he
might advise the State Governments on the
policy of gefting the increased immigration
from the Continent. When the report was
received it was found that the officer fav-
oured bringing immigrants from Germany.
Fortunately the Agent General in London
turned down the proposition, and it was not
carried into effect. Having regard to the
large number of men lost in ihe war, if
England could not afford to lose her popu-
lation prior to the war, how will it now be
possible for her to build up her industries
again, recover her trade thronghout the
world, and at the same time assist the Com-
monwealth in regard to immigration?

Mr. Scaddan: It is proposed to assist
merely to the extent that if people desire
to leave England, {hey should be advised o
go to one or another of the outposts of
Empire.

Mr. ANGWIN: Yes, but every effort will
he used to keep her population at home,
rather than assist any of the States of the
Commonwealth. I do not see any possibility
of getting British immigration here after the
rlose of the war, althongh there is, T am
informed, a possibilily of our securing a
large number of women and children. Of
course, in the long run, the children will be
to us of even greater value than adults, hut
this policy of immigration will require a
large amount of monev, beeaunse it will he
necessary to finance those women and child-
ren until the children shall have attained an
age at which they can maintain themselves.
It is all very well to say, “We are going to
provide for 25,000 immigrants a year,” but
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1 am confident there is no possibility what-
ever of our getting one-third of that num-
ber. ’

Mr. Secaddan: The authorities at Howme
will not tolerate our irying to attract Brit-
ish immigranls here, '

Mr. ANGWIN: There is one other sub-
ject, namely, the Fremantle Harbour Lrust.
If any Government have ever placed an in-
sult on any body of men, the present Gaov-
erpment have moertified the members of the
Fremantle Harboar Trust. For the past
five years the Engineer-in-Chief has ocecu-
pied the post of chairman of the Trust. His
duties ¢alled him to Fremantle once or twice
a week. He has been the engineer for the
Harbour Trust almoest since its ineeption,
and, in eonsequence, he knows the require-
ments of the harbour perfectly. No better
man could have been found for the post of
chairman than the present Engineer-in-
Chief. Mr. Thompson’s one aim has been
the best interests of the State, the best means
of securing necessary harbour improvemenis
at the lowest possible cost. He has earried
out his duties faithfully and well. Yet im-
mediately the Government came inte power
they found that, in accordance with their
principles, it was necessary to appoint some
of their friends to positions on the Trust,
They have virtually dismissed two (Govern-
ment officers from the Trust. It is all very
well to say that they asked for their resig-
nations, but it is known that at the same
time the Governmen( bheld pistols to the
heads of those officers. The second official
was the Chief Harbour Master, who prob-
ably would have resigned on the seore of
ill-healih. However, the Engineer-in-Chief
was literally compelled to resign.

Mr. Seaddan: Spoils to the victors.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Government did not
stop at that. They appoinled to the Trust
two men whose interests c¢lash with those
of the Trust, because both are representa-
rives of shipping companies, and {herefore
are of the very class which the Trust was
appointed to wateh. And of these two men
the Government have appointed one chair-
man over the heads of three members of the
hoard of four or five years’ standing. Tt is
the greatest insult any body of men could
offer to another and 1 am surprised to think
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that even the present Government should
bave been guilty of such an aetion. The
main object of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
has always been the best welfare of the
harbour.  With them individuals had no
consideration whatever, at least not as indi-
viduals. Everything was dealt with fairly.
Yet for their good services these men have
been insulted. Of course, after all the in-
sult was direeted, not so much at them as at
us, who put them there. The officials were
doing good work, but the late Government
appointed them, and so they had to be re-
moved. In this respect the action of the
Government has heen a diseredit to Western
Australia, and at the first epportunity I will
serve (he Government the same triek, by
using my vote to put them out of office.

GGeneral debate coneluded; Votes and
itoms discussed as follow:—

Vote — His Euxcellency
£1,553:

Mr. COLLIER: The time has arrived to
roise the question of the appointment of
Governors from ihe Old Country. The pre-
sent Governor is due for retirement in
Mareh or April, so any remarks 1 may make
will not apply te him. A considerable sec-
tion of the people hold that there should he
& change in the method of the appoiniment
of our Governors, and that the Government
ought to make representations to the Home
suthorities that an Australian should be ap-
pointed to the position. Apart altogether
from the economical aspect, I think Austra-
lians shonld no longer he debarred from
filling this post. Burely if Australians are
capable of holding the highest positions in
this and other countries, and having regard
to the reputation Australians have made
throughout the world, it ean no longer be
contended that Australians are nof fit to
occupy the post of Governor of an Aus-
tralian State. It is an absolute insult to the
people of Ausiralia. I do not say that Aus-
fralians alone should be appointed, but I do
say that the embargo now placed on Aus-
tralians should he removed.

The Premier: Ts there any embarge on
Australians?

Mr. COLLIER: There is an embargo
somewhere and somehow. T do not say that
the appointment should be confined ahso-

the Governor
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lutely to Awustralians, but that Australians
should have an equal epportunity of filling
the post with men from the Od Country.
Mr. Scaddan: How many Australians
have been appointed Governors in any of
the British possessions?
The Premier: Nope that I know of.

Mr. COLLIER: T say the time has arrived
when a change should be made. I do not
wish to specifically mention any names, but
names will readily suggest themselves to
one’s mind. There are in Australia a num-
ber of men who would fill this post with
honour to the State and eredit to themselves.
1 do not know whether it is contemplated by
the Home authorities ¢ make an ap-
pointment immediately the present Gov-
ernor leaves the State, or whether the
position will be filled for a time by
the Lieutenant-Governor. The time is
opportune for the Government to re-
new the request made by the late Govern-
meni for the appointment of an Australian.
That request was refused on grounds which
I believe are known to hon. members. It
was contended by the Home authorities that
until such time as the whole of the States
asked for the change and it could be shown
to be o request hacked up by a general de-
sire of the people of Australia, the Tmperial
anthovities were not prepared to make any
alteration in the method of appointment. It
is only by hammering at the door now
locked fo us that we may eventually sunceeed
in having this change effected. No harm
will come from the reqnest being renewed,
There is also another aspeet of this ques-
tion, namely. the cost. Last year several
members of this Hounse expressed a strong
desire that economy should be effected so far
as this division is concerned. Regarding the
salary of the Governor, this House is not in
a posilion to take any action, the salary
heing fixed by a special Aci at £2,000 a vear.
But the total cost of the upkeep of Govern-
ment house, including the salary of the Gov-
ernor, amounts to £3,805 a year. That is
an amount which could well be reduced. I
do not say that if the appointment were
fiven to some Australian he should be asked
to accept a less salary than is now paid to
the present occupant of the office, and has
been paid to past Governors; but I do be-
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lieve that men could be seetred to fill this
position at a mnch lower salary than £4,000
a year. If there was ever a time when we
should endeavour to effect economies it is

now. We could get this service performed,
I believe, for a less sum than it is costing
us at present. 1 am not one of those who
would support eutling down the item for the
upkeep of the grounds, because those
grounds are a beanty spot, and it would be
unwise policy and against reason to take
away i1he small som provided for upkeep
and allow the grounds to go to ruin. At the
same time economies can he effected there.
I go so far as to say there are a number of
men in the Old Country, and I believe men
in Ausiralia as well, of independent means
who would 61l the position without salary
and regard it as an honour—though 1 am
nol advocating that course. I believe it is
a practice that most of those persons re-
ceiving honours in the Old Country have to
pay for them in accordance with the degree
or imporiance of their elevation, and they
pay a big price for it. T have no doubt onr
old friend, Mr. D. Doolette, paid a hand-
some sum to obtain the fitle which was re-
cently bestowed on him. There are Anstra-
lian officers of high standing who have dis-
tingnished themselves on the battle-fields of
Furope. distinguished themselves, as I said
before, in the eyes of the world, who ,might
well receive this appointment, rather than
that it should go to officers of military rank
who have not se distinguished themselves,
probably because of lack of opportanity fo
do so. Tf these appomntments are in the
future to he given fo military men I (rust
it will be to men who have proved themselves
and not to what might be termed the feather-
bed class of soldier. Having in mind that
no appointment will be made for some {ime
at least, that the position will be ocenpied
by the Lieutenant-Governor for probably
six months. there shonld Dbe an opportunily
for the Government of econsulting with the
Tmperial anthorities and securing the ap-
pointment of one of our own people who
has distingnished himself and has returned
from the battle-fields of Europe.

The PREMTER: T am in accord with the
principle advocaled by the hon. member.
The present Clovernor’s time will not expire
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until Mareh next, and so far as the Govern-
ment is concerned we are quite satisfied to
carry on with lbhe Lient.-Governor, at any
1ale for the period of (he war.

Vole pul and passed.

Votes—E.eecutive Council, £45; Leyisla-
tive Council, £969; Legislative Assembly,
£1,775; Joint House (ommitles, £3,923;
Joint Privling Committee, £4,856; Joint Li-
brary Committee, £400—agreed to.

Vote—Premier’'s Office, £1,331:

Item 1, Secretary to Premier, £530.

Mr, TAYLOR: This itemn has been in-
creased by £30, and the Committee is in-
formed thal this amount was previpusly
paid by the Ratlway Department. Pre-
sumably that payment was ruade in respect
of work done for the Railway Department.

The Premier: The seeretary to the I’re-
mier has always received £550, bul £50 of
the amount lias previonsly been debited to
the Railway vote.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was not shown on the
Estimates last year.

The PREMIER: Tt was shown on the
Railway vote. The leader of the Opposition
when I'remier decided to transfer the item
la the Premier’s vote. I do not know why it
wias previously on the Railway vote; it
should always have been dehited to the Pre-
micr’s Office vote. Tt would be an injustice
1o make any reduction.

My, SCADDAN: This officer reeeived
this payment first when Mr. Qregory was
Mnister for Railwawvs, and he received it
also when Mr, Collier was Minister.

Vote pul and passed.

Vote—T'reasury, £18,426:

Ttem, Temporary Clerical and other As-
sistance, £1,770.

Mr. ANGWIN: Why does this itemn show
an increase of £7367 :

The PREMITR : Although this item is -
creased, there 1s on the vote a gross deercase
of £931. The inerense in this item is neces-
sitate] by the engagement of temporary
clerks 1o fill the places of officers who have
zone to the Front. Most of the net increase
is dune to the abolition of the 7.89 per cenl.
reduetion. This was abolished before the
present Government tock office.

Mr, W, D. JOHNSOXN : Unless great care
is excreised, the fact of officers enlisting wil)
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Le used as an argument for largely inereas-
g the temporary assistance item. The
only method by which economy can be se-
cured is to insist that the positions of officers
who enlist shall be either not filled at all, or
else filled by officers not fully employed in
other depariments. Iostructions to this
elfect were issued by the previous Govern-
ment. From this item it appears that to
supply the places of enlisted officials whose
sularics tolalied £600, temporary labonr is
to be cmployed at a cost of £736. We all
hope that sueli an opporlonily for econo-
mising as the present opporlunity will never
oeenr again, but nevertheless let us seize the
ovporinnity. Under the Public Service Act
a Minisier cannol economise as he would de-
site. The Mnisler has his view of ccone-
mising, the permanent head has another
view, and the Publie Service Commissioner
has siil another. One may point out o the
Public Service Commissioner that an officer
i3 not vequirved, that the work he does is un-
necessary, that he is an indiferent officer;
and yet the Public Service Commissioner wili
reply thai unless a charge of incompetency
ean be esiablished apainst the officer one
cannot shift him. In my term of office 1 sue-
ceeded in removing various officers whora 1
considered unsalisfactory or mere drones;
but it was like playing a game of chess {o
et their services dispensed with.

The PREMIER: Insiractions similar to
those menlioned by the member for Guild-
Tord have hecn issued by the present Gov-
erniment, who, however, have held office for
only four or five months—not a long {ime in
which to show an improvement.

Mr, W. D. Jolnson: Bul the Treasury
ouzhit io set a good example.

The PREMTER: The Treasury is a very
wuch under-manned department.

My, SCADDAX : Feonomy is not likely {o
be effected in the Treasury until that depart-
ment has up-to-dafe offices inslead of the
present vabhit warren. The building of the
new olfices which have been so long proposed
will represent a heavy capital charge. bat,
by doing away with renled offices and pro-
viding betler conveniences for work, will re-
sult in substantial economies. Under pre-
sent conditions of working, the Treasury
officials do nol get a chance.
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The Minister for Works: We cannot do
wuch antil we get the post office sile.

My, SCADDAN: That is true. Many of
Lthe temporary clerks, however, are needed,
owing to lhe manner in which the work is
now scaitered ubout. Private companies,
even in these {imes, are building offices which
will permit of all the employees being under
the manager’s eye. The one department
whieh should not be under-manned is the
Treasury, so thal it may maintain control
uver the other deparbments.

AMr. ANGWIN: My objection 13 not to
haviug the Treasury fully manned, but to an
increase being shown on this year's Esli-
wiates.

Yole put and passed.

Vote—.ludit, £8,986:

Item, Chief Tnspector £456.

Mr, SCADDAN: The chief inspector as-
sists in compiling the Auditor Generals re-.
port to Pavliament. YWhy has not that re-
port heen presented to Parliament as expedi-
tiously on ihis cccasion as in the past? Pre-
viously the report has heen supplied in two
sections, in order to give members fhe ad-
vanlage of the Auditor General’s views dur-
ing the disenssion of the Estimates. That is
a desirable practice which ought not 1o he
dropped. 1 am nervous that the Auditor
Gencral may next year not bring down his
report in time for members to diseuss the
Fstimates, and say hy wav of excuse that
he did nat do il the year before. Why has
he not done as he did on previous oecasions?

The Minister for Works: Did youn not
have the Audiior General's report a fort-
night ago?

Mr. Taylor: That was last year's.

AMr. SCADDAN: The report which las
heen handed round is for the year 1914-15.
The report of the Auditor General which was
dislributed to members a fortnicht ago was
presented in sections to the Commitiee when
menthers were eonsudering the Estimates last
vear. Why has not the Auditor General
presented his report in sections on this oe-
casion?

The PREMIER: I am not in a postiion
to reply to the quesiions of the leader of
the Opposition. T think the repnrt ought
to he available. The final portion of the
previous year's report was onlv laid on the
Table a fortnight age. [ want the Auditor
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General’s report down al the earliest possible
moment, and apree with the leader of the
Opposition that he onght to be shaken np
in regard to it. I will have ingniries made
and will report to the House when it is avail-
able.

Item, Clerks, £4411:

Mr. ANGWIN: There appears to be an
increase of £365 for temporary clerical and
other assistance. Surely no more assistance
is required that was required last year. For
oflicers temporarily brought to the depart-
ment in leu of those absent with the Expedi-
tionary Forees there is an increase allowed
of £504.

The PREMIER: Statutory increases are
provided for under these items. There are
the increases under the regulations which
the previous Government insisted on pass-
ing. The item, temporary clerieal and other
assistanee shows an increase of £365, and
these are persons employed in lieu of officers
on leave.

Mr., W. D. TOHANSON: Tt is hard to fol-
low the Treasurer. We do not find any ad-
vantage taken of the opportunily to econn-
mise. The Treasurer said that part of ihe
increase was due to statutory increases, hut
the statutory increases are part and parcel
of the pavment of this year, and conse-
quently are added to the officers’ salary.
There are no statutory increases for officers
temporarily attached. The increased expen-
diture amounis Lo £200 even allowing for the
statutory increases. The permanent heads
are not assisting this Government any more
than they assisted the previous Government
in bringing about economy. It is impossible
to get the permanent heads of departments
and the Publie Serviee Commissioner to real-
ise that this is a glorious opportanity for
economy and reorganisation in the depart-
ments. We cannol overcome the diffieullies
when we are hampered by the Publie Service
Aci. It is not a gquestion of amending the
Act but of repealing it altogether in order
to give Ministers an opportunity of econom-
ising.

Item, Ineidental, including postage, sta-
tionery. printing, travelling, ele., £707.

Mr. ANGWIN: Wil Treasurer in-
Lorm me why there is an incveare if L2243
Irene 2

he
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The PREMIER: The sum of £883 was
provided in last year’s Estimates, but the
expenditure was only £465. The item £707
is to cover certain expenditure which was
ineurred last year and that had not bheen
paid, and to cover certain overtime which has
to be paid now owing to the repeal of the
suspension of the overtime payment made
by the previons Administration.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Will vou promise to
keep the same tight rein that your prede-
cessor kept?

The PREMIER: We will keep a tighter
rein.

Mr. W. D. Johnson:
the civil service.

The PREMIER: There has been a re-
duclion of nine officers in this branch and,
of ecourse, temporary officers will be ap-
pointed to fil the places.

Mr. SCADDAN: The statement of tha
Treasurer shows a condition of affairs in
the Auditor Generals office that'should not
he tolerated by Parliament. Here we have
a stalement by the Auditor General that he
did not pay acconnts that were due, and for
which money was available, and then he
comes to Parliament and asks us to consider
seriously recommendations he makes in re-
gard to dealing wilh departments not com-
plyving strietly with the law, The Premier
knows that once an amount under “Inei-
dental” is voted, the Minister has not any
control over it af all, and the officials will de-
liberately spend every penny of it, for fear
that in the following year il might be cut
down. The Auditor General has certainly
sef a bad example by not paying accounnts.
He should certainly set an example in the
direction of effecting economy. If he only
required £4065 last year, why should he ask
for £707 this year?

The Premier: He has to pay fravelling
expenses and some aceounts that were un-
paid last year.

Mr. SCADDAN: 1f the Anditor General
s poing to practice such melhods, how can
he complain ahout other departmenis?

Vote put and passed.

Yon are inc¢reasing

Vote—Compassionate Allowances, £4,110:

Mr. HETTMANN: I would like to ask
the Premier to explain why two such large
items appear in the cases of Mrs. Johnston
and Mrs. Montgomery.
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The PREMIER : In each case the amount
is the eash equivalent of a fortnight’s pay
In every year that the officers in question
were in the service. This is in accordance
with the Public Service resulations.

Mr. Hudsen: It is really not a compas-
sionate allowance?

The PREMIFR: Xo.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: 'Then it should not
appear under “Compassionate Allowances.”

The PREMIER : Tt is the only vote under
which sueh amounts ean appear.

Mr. HEITMANN: I had in my mind
another case which might have received the
consideration of the Government. 1 refer to
the widow of the late Warden Troy. Of
course T am not saving that the lafe warden
was unjustly dealt with. He served the State
for a period of 40 vears and there was not
so much as a blemish on his record of ser-
vice,

Mr. Scaddan: He was given a pension;
he could not get hoth.

Myr. HEITMANN: T admit that he had
the opportunity of aceepting a lnmp sum,
but he had an idea of what was lus duty and,
as he was alive at the time, he felt that he
bad no right to accept a large sum of money.
1 would suggest that, as he left his widow
poorly off, the Government might show some
consideration to her. If we make a practice
of recoguising long service we should make
that practice general.

Vote put and passed,

Vole—fiovernment Molor
£2,125

ltem, Wages and Overlime, £600.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: From whal hon.
members opposite said last year 1 expected
this division would have heen struck out. We
were fold the garage should he shut up and
the cars disposed of. The members of the
preseni Government are using the ecars just
as much as did their predecessors. The At-
torney Gerleral hoasted that he (ravelled in
his own car.

The Attorney General: Did you ever
travel anywhere in vour own car?

T Mr. TNDERWOOD: We heard a lot of
criticism about these cars, vet they are still
provided for on the Estimates.

Mr. COLLIER: The sum set apart for
this vote surprises me exceedingly, becanse
I have a lively recollection of the attitude of

Car Service,
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hon. members opposite when dealing with it
last year. An attack in a hody was made
on this vote, and it was alleged that the then
Government had been guilty of gross ex-
travagance in respect of motor cars.

The Attorney General: So you were.

Mr. COLLIER: Then we have this Gov-
erntnent of reform proposing to spend the
same sum.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
fer): No, the vote has been reduced.

Mr. COLLIER: Yes, un paper. The only
real reduction is one of £88 shown in the
first item. We were advised last year to
dispose of the cars.

The Premier: No. .

Mr. COLLIER: The allegations made in-
cluded the charge that Mipisters were ex-
pensively rushing aboui the country in Gov-
ernment cars.

The Premier: Having joy rides.

Mr. COLLIER: Even if we indulged in
jov rides we showed better financial re-
sults than the Government are aniicipating
this year. I propoese to recall some of the
views expressed by hon. members opposite
last year when dealing with this vote. Here
is an extract from Hansard, page 1417 —

Hon. J. D. Connolly: The vote 1is
allogether too big. It would bhe better
instead of agreeing to the vote in its
present form to discharge it from the
Fstimates, and depend entirely on hired
cars.

The Mimster for Mines: Tt is an ex-
pensive thing to hire cars.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: It is very much
cheaper than the present system. T sng-
zest that the member for Irwin should
withdraw his amendment, and 1 will
then move for a further reduction.
It would be much hetter to have fewer
cars on hand than are aetually needed for
the other officers, and the Government
would find themselves hetter off at the end
of the year if thev did reduce the number.
Fully 90 per cent. of the vote is in con-
nection with cars that sre being run ahont
the City.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Then it
he fully 50 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: If is not even
that.

must
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Hun. J. D. Connolly: I would soggest
that we reduce item 2 (general expenses,
ete., including hire of cars), leaving
£1,000 for running expenses and £500 for
wages, If we kept one car and hired
others as they were required it would be
much cheaper.

The hon. mémber has not raised a protest
against the fact that none of the cars have
heen disposed of. Then the member for
“West Perth (Mr. Allen) had this to say—

T consider that the Government motor
car service is excessive, and that if there
is one item on which economy should be
practised it is this one.

Yet, for the last quarter of an hour the hon.
member has beed trying to prevent me from
urging on the Commitiee the necessity for
redncing the item. And they urged upon
the Committee the necessity for reducing
the Vote. Then came the leader of the
Country party, who said—

The Government motor car service is
being run in an extravagani manner, A
big saving could be easily effected. When
there is a central garage for these cars, I
fail to understand how it is this huge
expenditure is incurred. T shall vote for
a veduction of the item.

ind so on. I hope he will he prepared to
vote for a reduetion of the item this year.
The Attorney General enlarged on the mat-
ter and went into figures very minutely in
ovder to show the cost of running these
cars by the late Government was extremely
excessive. The only difference between the
Estimates this year and last is that this
vear they show an inerease in every divi-
sion. After going into figures to show the
excessive cost the Attorney General said—

I cannot help thinking without any
wish of levelling undue crificism at the
Government that if the services of a man
who knew the motor business were se-
cured to go thoroughly into this matter,
it would save the Government ab least
£1,000 a year.

If the hon. member could make a propor-
tionate saving throughout the rest of the
Estimates, it wounld wipe ont the whole of
the defieit withoul any taxation—
I cannot help saying that it is abso-
lutely ridiculous that three ears should
cost £2,700 per anoum. There can be no
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car belonging to a private person in Aus-
tralia which ean be costing so much for
maintenance ;as the three Governmenb
cars.
They are still costing the same under the
present Ministry

And T think nothing will be lost of the

use of these cars if the Vote be cut down

as suggested.

Hon, J. D. Connolly (Hooorary Minis-
ter): And it was eut down.

Mr., COLUIER: 1 ¢laim the votes of all
those hon. members I have mentioned in
favour of a reduetion of this vote. It must
be remembered, too, that now some Minis-
ters own their own motor cars, which will
be a justification for a still further redue-
tion of this item as against what was pos-
sible last year.

The Attorney General: We cut it down
£5 per week, you know.

Mr. COLLIER: Then the member for
North Perth joined in the chorus.

My, Smith: You are wasting time,

Mr. COLLIER: Do not suppose I am
doing this for fun. I think in view of the
repeated statements by Ministers in this
House, and by ihe newspapers and citizens
outside the House

The Minister for Works: You do not
take any notice of newspapers, do you?

Mr. COLLIER: As to the necessity for
economy T think it is pertinent to the ques-
tion that I show where economy can be ef-
{ected, partieularly in regard to what is a
luxury. If I c¢an show on the authority of
present Ministers that we can make a sav-
ing of £1,000 a year and follow that up
with a like saving in other departments,
then the Treasurer will be freed from his
troubles and the public will be free from
his irritating and annoying taxation pro-
pusals. Then the Honorary Minister (Mr.
Connolly} said—

Surely the Minister does .not expeet
members to take his specious arguments
sertously—

I had made an explanation of the Vote fo
the Committee and it was in veply to that
that Mr. Connolly made the above remark—

He says Ministers and their officers will

noi go out into the country if the

vole is reduced. Wlhat happened before
we had this central garage?
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The Ilonorary Minister was the most em-
phatic of the lot.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Henorary Minis-
ter): I was speaking about the sysiem.

Mr. COLLIER: The same system ob-
tains to-day., The only alteration made is
in regard to the uniforia of the driver, The
present Government have given them new
uniforms. I want to know whether those
hon. members, some of whom were playing
to the gallerv—

The Minister for Works: You are doing
that now, are you not?

My, COLLIER: I am vot, I am justified
in eomparing the Liberals’ attitude of last
year. It is one of those subjecls which
appeal to {he public when it 15 given o
fair amount of space in the newspapers,
that Labour Ministers who hitherto knew
nothing about the comforts of motor ears,
when placed in a position of enjoying a
vide at the Government’s expense were
flying all over the country in the Govern-
ment ecars.

Mr. Allen: So you were.

My, COLLIER: The hon. member should
be ashamed to say that seeing that he sits
silent this year when precisely the same
expenditure is proposed.

Mr. Allen: Do not worry; I shall have a
go at it direetly.

Mr. COLLIER: The lon. member’s “go”
will consist of explanations, excuses, and
justification. The fact remains that the
amount set down this year for Governmenl
motor cars is equal to thal expended last
vear. :

My Allen: Then why not eut it down?

My, COLLIER.: I shall ent it down with
the hon. member’s help, and if the bon.
member is consistent that help will be
forthcoming,  The apparent decrease of
£286 is made up by transfers from other
departments. If the amount paid in wages
and salaries is to be reduced, it follows that
the mileage run this year is not to be in-
ereased. Presamably, the charge to other
departments i1s to be increased, thus show-
ing a mere hookkeeping reduction. How
otherwise is the extra £212 to be collected
from the departments? I observe that the
Government in their desire for economy,
have proceeded on the prineiple of redueing
the pay of the men who actually do the
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work. The only fair and legitimate eriti-
cism offered last year from the Liberal side
was that of the wember for North Perth
(Mr, Smith). I propose to attempt to effect
a substantial reduetion in the item “General
Expenses.”

The PREMIER: The hon. member (Mr.
Collier) has outrageously misstated the posi-
tion. The late Premier said he put the motor
cars under the contrel of Mr. Shapeott. I
do not know a man keener for eeconomy than
Mr. Shapeott, or one keener to see that the
departments are charged when they ulilise
the cars. The present Ministry have three
cars, just as our predecessors had.

Mr. Scaddan: You work the motor ears
nntil 2 o'cloeck in the morning.

The PREMIER: Not exeept in connec-
tion with public functions, or when the
House sis beyond the time of the last train.
The motor cars are now heing run under
cxaetly the same conditions as laid down by
the late Premier. Last year the Govern-
ment asked for £2,755, which amount, after
a lot of diseussion, was reduced to £2,300.
That sum the late Ministry found insufficient
and they excessed it to the extent of £18I1.
I propose a reduction of £36, reducing the
expenditure to £2,423. Bui I propose to
utilise the ecars in earning revenue by
doing work for the departments; and I pro-
pose to deerease Alinisterial trips. In that
way I arrive at a total decrease of £286. In
1912-13 ncarly £400 was spent on motor
cars, though of course there was no recoup
from departments.

Mr. Bcaddan; There was a pnew ear in
that amount,

The PREMIER: The next year the ex-
penditure was £3,300, without recoup. In
1914-15 the expenditure was £3,370, with
a recoup of £1,121. In 1915-16 the ex-
penditure was £2,481, with a reconp of
£1,713. This year I propose to expend
£2425, or £36 less than last year, and pro-
pose to get a reconp of £1,923; thus bring-
ing about a reduction of a little over £200.
As leader of the Opposition I never had the
use of the motor ears, hut now they have
come under my control there is all this out-
erv. Outside of the departmental running
of the cars, for which departments would
have to pay far more if they hired the ears,
there is only an expenditure of £500 all told
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for Ministerial use of the cars for distin-
guished visitors coming to the State, and
other purposes. There have never been such
careful Estimates, so far as motor cars are
concerned, put before the Cowmmitlee as
these. Every line of the Estimates shows a
desire to decrease the expenditure.

Mr. SCADDAN: I appreciate the remarks
of the Treasurer with regard to Government
maotor cars. T still hold the view that a per-
son oceapying the responsible position of
Premier of the State;, which entails the man-
agement of a bigger business than any other
in the State, ought, if he is to work that
business fairly, to be provided with a moior
ear for all purposes. Buot our friends op-
posite did not appreciate that faet when the
previous Government were in office.

Mr. Allen: We do not appreciate it now.

Mr. SCADDAN: The member for West
Perth is a poor old thing if he cannot ap-
preciate the task devolving upon his leader
in eontrolling the State under existing eon-
ditions,

Mr. Allen: What about the trip to Aug-
ugta?

My, SCADDAN: The member for West
Perth ought to deeline to indulze in the lhree
per cents. in the municipal eouncil ¢chamber
if hie would follow his arguments to a logi-
cal conelusion.

Mr. Allen: We do our work for nothing.

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member is
well paid for the work he performs then.
He pave his services fo the municipal couneil
for the purposes of getling a cheap adver-
tisement in order to get into Parliament, and
he remains in Parliament still for the pur-
pose of getling that cheap advertisement.

Mr. Allen: T was always awake; [ never
went to sleep.

My, SCADDAN: The hon. member would
be rendering good serviee if he did mo to
sleep. Tt 1s evident that no change has heen
made and none is proposed so far as the
Government motor cars are concerped. T
do not see where a change could he made in
fairness to the Trcasurer, or lis collearuas.
If the business of the State cannot afford a
motor car for the private and official use
of the Premier and Treasurer it is a poor
old State. It is frequently necessary for the
Premier of the State to he able to get out
and enjoy a little fresh air for a few hours,
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and any hon. member who objects to thal
has a poor sort of spirit.

Mr. Allen: T will not sapport it.

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member is
small enough not to support anything. The
State’s business is nat an auctioneer's busi-
ness that can be knoeked down to anyone and
for any person fo get 214 per cent. on the
turnover. The attitude adopted by the mem-
ber for West Perth, and others, is too mean
and paliry altogether. 1t galled him and
other hon. members to see Labour men, who
had n few years previously walked to their
work, being able to ride in a motor ear to
their offices.

The Attorney General:
that.

AMr. SCADNDAN: Then what was the ob-
jeet of the Opposition last year?

Mr. Collier: Playing to the Press.

Mr. Allen: We wanted to economise then
and we want, to economise now,

Mr. SCADDAX: There is no room for
economy in this partieular department, if we
are going to consider the time oecupied hy
departmental officers and Ministers in get-
ting aboul the conniry. On more than one
oecasion when we bhave sent our expert
oflicials in to the country, a request has been
made for one of the State cars.

Mr. Alien: And they have not been able
to get one.

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member does
not know what he is talking about, Does
thie hon. member think that by reducing this
vote he ean get the Treasurer out of his
difliculties? There is no doubt about it that
the present is the period of motor ears, but
our service is nothing in comparison with
ihat of (he other States.

Mr. Smith: Ts the Government responsibie
for the supply of petrol? There was a big
rise in the price of petrol lately.

The Premier: We have a big stock of if.

Mr. W, D. JOHNSON: The member for
Boulder has pointed out that in the Esti-
mates we are reducing wages and overtime
by £88, but I take it that while the Govern-
ment are not redueing the wages of the en-
ployees they are reducing the running of
the cars, but while they are reducing the car
mileage they are increasing the expendifure.

Mr. Smith: Reducing overtime is not re-
ducing the car mileage. We may be paying

No one thinks
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a man’s overtime and the gar may be stand-
ing still.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: That does not
apply. A fair assumption is that if you are
not working a man overtime the cars are not
being taken out. While they are redueing
the running of the cars, they are inereasing
the general expenses.

[tem, General expenses, ete. (including
hire of cars}, £1,500.

Mr. COLLIER: I move—

That the item be reduced by £300.
Last year the Committee voted only £1,500,
and I think that should be sufficient for this
Year.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. ..o 22
Noes .. .. Lo 12
Majority for .. 10
AYES.
Mr. Allen , Mr., W, D. Johnson
Mr, Angwin © Mr. Muallany
Mr. Chessen Mr. Munsle
Mr. Collier Mr, G'Loghten
Mr. Cunanlnghem ~ Mr. Smlth
Mr, Foley Mr. Thomas
Mr. Gardiner Mr., Underwood

Mr. Griffithy
Mr. Harrison

Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. A. A. Wilson

I
|
{
|
'
]
Mr. Hickmott }

Mt. Hellmann Mr. Bolton
(Teller.)
Mr. Hudson
NoEs.
Mr. Bulcher Mr. 3. Stubbs
Mr. Connolly I Mr. Thomson
Mr. George | Mr. Veryard
Mr. E. B. Johnston | Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Twiroy . Mr. Hardwicl
Mr, Nalrn {Teller.)

Mr. Robinson i

Amendment thus passed.

Vote (as rednced to £2,123) put and
passed.

Vote — Governmeni
£23,139:

Tiem, Manager £73.

Mr, SMITH: Has a manager been per-
manently appointed, and if so, is the salary
the same as heretofore?

The PREMIER: Mr. Leach has been
appointed acting manager. Mr. Leschen,
the manager, is on leave without pay, under

Savings  Bank,
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the Public Servants Act.
dismissed. The £73 is a proportion of the
salary he was being paid when we
compelled him 1o take leave withont pay.
The acling manager, 1 believe, veceives, in
addition to his ordinary salary, half the dif-
ference between his =alary and that of the
manager,

Mr. SMITIIL: It is undesirable to have an
acting manager in the case of an important
institution like the Government Savings
Bank.

ltem, Temporary Clerieal and other assist-
ance, £2,800.

Mr, ANGWIN: 1 move—

That the item be reduced by E700.

In fixing (he proposed reduction al £700, 1
am allowing for the amount represented by
the salaries of absent officers. In this item
there is an increase of £1,460. The bank
ought to be conducted ihis year with the
same amount of temporary clerieal assist-
nace as sufficed last vear,

The PREMIER: The hon. member (Mr.
Angwin) is taking a wrong view. The
carrying of his amendment would destroy a
useful and profitable institution. The in-
crease of £1,599 is made up of £850 allow-
ance fo the manager on retirement, £380
extra remuneration under the Publie Service
regulations, £219 representing the 7.39 per
cent. reduction, £115 provided for leave to
officials who have gone to the front, and £84
for management of a branch reecently opened
at Collie. As regards the item for temporary
clerica) assistance, allowance mnust be made
for the eompensating decrease in salaries.
There is also a branch at the Blackboy Hill
Military Camp provided for.  Hon. mem-
bers should view the vofe as a whole, and
not form their opinions on isolated items.
Ever since we got rid of the late manager,
the husiness of the bank has gone on in-
creasing mouth by month. Undoubtedly the
late manager, rightly or wrongly, as the case
may bhe, exercised a bad influence on the
business of the bank; the public had an im-
pression that he ought not to he there. As
soon as my predecessor gave him six months’
leave of absence, the business improved
greatly. The bank has about 80,000 to
100,000 accounts.

He has not been
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Mr. E. B. Johnston: Has the late man-
ager still the running of the bank?

The PREMIER: No. He has gone from
the bank and is not going back to the bauk.
The item referring to the manager appears
on the Estimates in order to allow Parlia-
ment to decide whether the man is entitled
to eonsideration for his 20 years serviee.

Mr. ANGWIN: I have no desire to do
anything that will impair the elficiency of
the bank, but every penny of the amount for
clerical assistamee will be spent hefore the
Treasurer knows anyihing about it. Suvely
there is no inerease in work commensurate
with the inerease in the item for clerieal as-
sistance? 1F the Treasurer allows his de-
partments to have full swing in regard to
temporary officers he will find fhat all the
money provided will be spent, and that offi-
cers will be appeinted without his knowledge.
1 see there is a reduction at Fremantle, but
I do not know why, hecause this branch has
paid better than any other. 1 am of opinion
that the amount should be reduced.

Mr. HEITMANN: It is qmte possible
that owing to enhistments nearly the whole
of the staff al the ceniral office of the bank
consists of temporary hands. I know that 17
voung girls have been taken on there in place
of men who have gone to the Front. T un-
derstand there is not one eligihle man left
there on the permanent staff.

Amendment put and negatived.

Ttem, Boulder Branch, manager, £302.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I would like to hear
from the Treasurer why no hranch of the
bank has been opened at Wagin. I am cer-
tain that it would pay its way lrom the sfart.

The PREMIER: 1 will have inquiries
made into the matter. It is impossible to
answer the hon. member’s question off hand.

[3r. 8. Stubbs took the Chair.]

Mr. FOLEY : T desire to congratulate the
member for Wagin upon taking the Chair
for the first time. An arrangement was en-
tered into between the Savings Bank and the
Railway Department for the latter to man-
age some of the branches of the former in
ontlying distriets, and under this arrange-
ment the Commissioner was to get the whole
of the ecredit placed at the disposal of his
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department, while the Savings Bank had
the debit. At Gwalia the turnover from
the braneh is as great as in many other por-
tions of the State, and the work in eonnee-
tion with it is all done by the station-master
on a salary of £165 a year. That is no
salary to pay to a man occapying stch a
position in an out-back distriet. I contend
that the Commissioner for Railways onght
to be made to disgorge some of the earnings
from the branch of the bank and others of
the kind, and that this money should go into
the pockets of the men who are doing the
work. At the Gwalia station there 15 2
greafer turnover than there is at West Perth
and one man has to do all the work. This
partiéular individual alse has to work over-
time but does not get any pay for it, al.
though eivil gservants in the City are paid
for their overtime work. Tt is due to the
Railway Department to see that the men
who do this work out-back are paid for it
The Savings Bagk in the place in question
is making good headway and that is just
becanse this aofficer works during hours
when he should not he on duty.

Item, Allowance to Manager un retire-
ment, £880.

AMr., SMITH: T presume this amount is
for the late manager Mr. Leschen. I would
like to know whether the Government have
made any arrangement with Mr. Leschen
whereby he will accept this sum, and alse
how the amount is arrived at. If Mr. Lesehen
has been dismissed becanse of any doubt as
to his loyvalty he should not be given any-
thing ot all; he had been well paid by having
been given six months leave on fall pay, If
this sum is allowed we shall have to con-
sider other claims from eivil servanis who
may have been dismissed from the serviee
for similar reasons.

The PREMIER: This item has heen
placed on the Estimates in orvder that the
Committee may decide as to whether Mr.
Leschen is to receive a reliring allowanee or
not.

Mr. Scaddan: You put it on the Esti-
mates and you are therefore responsible for
it.

The PREMIER: I am not going to take
any responsibility for it. The position has
arisen owing lo the leader of the Opposi-
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tion’s aection 1n retiring Mr. Leschen or
granling him leave of absenece for six months
on full pay., We could not allow that to eon-
tinue and we touk aclion under the Aect
wltich was passed last year.

Mr. Scaddan: We gave him 1he leave he
was entilled lo.

(12 o’clack midnight.]

The PREMIER: He was entitled to
Iiree monlhs leave and the hon. member gave
hims six months. The reason given was that
Mye. Leschen’s presence in the bank was
affecling the bank’s business, We quite agree
that 3lr. Leschen must not go back, and
after le left, the bank’s business recovered,
thus showing Lhe juslification for the action
of the Jate Guvernment and the furiber ac-
tion we took. Mr. Leschen elaims that he is
not a German born and that only his mother
was a (erman. haviog been born in Ham-
burg, and having ecome to Auslralia when
she was 14 vears of age. He states that his
grandfather was a Russian Pole and T be-
lieve that that is so. Neverthless Mr. Leschen
is of German origin and therefore he came
within the four ecorners of the Aet which was
passed Inst vear. He has pul up a very
strong ease in a letter which 1 shall read o
the Committee. Mr. Leschen wrofe to the
Publie Serviee Commissioner as follows:—

[ have the honour to acknowledge the
receipt of vour letter of the 17th inst.
and note wilh consternation that the

Governor in Council has seen fit to re-

quire me to take leave of absence for 12

months without pay. That [ should be

treated in this way afier more than 20

vears of taithfsl and loyal cervice as a

civil servant, in addition to my unswery-

ing loyaliv to our Kins avil country is
hevond my understanding. [ fully re-
alise the necessity for the Publie Ser-
vants Aect of 1915 in order that pmblic
servants who have shown thejr wont of
lovalty might be dealt with: hut why
applv it to me withoul just cauze or
reason? T know that all sorts of sayings
and actions attributed to me and my
family are given out possibly daily by
many malicious, envious, or jealous peo-

ple. I have never been able te trace a

single one to its author which has bheen

repeated to me by friends, further than
that it was said by someone in the train
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or elsewhere. I indignantly deny every
one of these numberless fobrications (they
are nothing else). [ am also the vie-
tim of certain newspapers, one of which
(ibe Sunday Times) has systematically
misrepresented me directly and indirectly
ever since my appointment in 1903 as
manbager of the bank. The other, the
Al Britisk paper, has made me the
chief target for its piles of deliberate
malieious lies. As I have been exeep-
tionally unfortunate owing to sickness
and deaths in my family (my wife should
undergo anocther operation now), it has
heen quite impossible for me to save
money to carry me over the 12 mounths
of enforced leave. I am therefore, eom-
pelled to beg that the Governor-in-Coun-
cil will make provision to enable wmy
family and myself to live by retiring me
under the provisions of the Pensions and
Superannuation Aet. The departmental
files in both the G.P.0O. and the Bank
will disclose that my record of service
has been an excellent one throughout
the period of my serviee. I only ask for
that justice which is my birthright as a
loval and natural born British subject.

I Lhave looked through this file and although
[ can find evidence that certain people
thought Mr. Leschen on occasion had been
puilty of making unwise remarks in con-
neetion with the war, there is no direet
evidence to show that he was absolutely
disloyal; on lhe contrary, there is a re-
cord of excellent service during the whole
of the 20 yvears he has been connected with
the public service of the State. The Pub-
lic Service Commissioner in his minutes
also takes the view that there is no evi-
dence of disloyalty. The claim that M.
Leschen should have a pension is, I think
in the circumstances, one that ought not
to be considered. If we were to grant this
claim, we would, to some extent, establish
the right of other persons of enemy origin
to claim pension privilewes, which are the
gift of the Crown. In this ease the pen-
sion would amount to £176 per annum, the
capital value of which would represent
£2,100.

Mr. Scaddan: He is not entitled to a pen-
sion.
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The PREMIER: He would be if forced
to retire. As it is I do not think he has
any right te a pension, but I do think we
would be justified in giving him the usual
retiring allowance, namely, one month’s
salary for every year of service. We have
put this £880 on the Estimates in order
that Parliament may decide whether Mr.
Lesehen is to have it. I have pointed out
to him that his best course would be to ac-
cept the position and strike out afresh;
the proposed retiring allowance would en-
able him to do that.

Mr. Underwood: He will start out afresh
if Germany wins the war.

The PREMIER: He declared he was
quite unfit te start afresh, that bis health
was undermined. No doubt there are in
the State scores of persons of partly enemy
origin and who are perfectly loval to Aus-
tralia, vet suffering merely by rveason of
their origin. On the other hand, there are
scores who are not loyal to Australia, and
therefore, they are justly treated. I wish
to see the whole public service purged of
that elass of citizen. We require to keep
om eountry for native born Australian or
British subjects,

Mr. Thomas: Wonld a railway man on
9s. a day get a retiring allowance if dis-
missed ¢

The PREMIER: Yes, if he were getting
it as salary. I want Parliament to advise
in regard to this £880. Personally, I will
vote for it. 1 have made Mr. Taschen
clearly understand that the State has no
farther need for his services. I did that
vnder the Public Servants Aet  If he does
not accept this allowance he may lave an
action ngainst the Government after the
close of the war. I have given him to un-
derstand that, whatever happens. we can-
not, in the interests of the State, entertain
any idea of putting him back in his posi-
tion as manager of the bank, or of finding
him emplovment elsewhere. We can offer
him a fair thing by

Mr. Underwood: One cannot do a fair
thing by a traitor.

The PREMIER: I do not know that he
is a traitor.

Mr. Underwood: The members of the
Workers’ Homes Board thought so.
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The PREMIER: There was not much in
that. The other members of the board
wonld not sit with him because of what he
had said in the course of argument.

Mz, Collier: The cause was reflections cast
upon his mother, he said, which any man
would resent.

The PREMIER: I think, in all the cir-
cumstances, the Committee would be wise to
pass the item.

Mr. FOLEY: I consider that the item
should be struck out. Mr. Leschen’s services
were dispensed with, not because of any
proved disloyally on his part, but in order
to conserve the interests of the bank. The
critics of Mr. Leschen would he hard to
convinee that the payment of this amount
wag a wise proceeding. The Treasurer has
said that Mr. Leschen will have an oppor-
tunity, later, before Cahinet.

Mr. A, A. Wilson: If he does not receive
this amount,

Mr. TOLEY: After the war, Mr. Les-
chen’s case can he viewed with regard to his
loyalty or disloyalty just the same as now.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1 agree with the
member for Leonora that this item should
not he passed. Disloyalty has not been
proved against Mr. Leschen, but an instinet
tells me that he is disloyal to Ausiralia, that
he has not acted fairly and squarely by the
country of his birth. This feeling on my
part is not due to prejudice against Ger-
mans, I know numbers of men born in
Germany who are first class men. Many 8
hetter Australian than Leschen has worked
as a navvy, and has suffered injustice. I
take no notice whatever of the Al Briiish
or of the Sunday Times; but in regard to
this partienlar man my instinet fells me that
he is not right. Therefore 1 oppose the
payment of anv ¢ompensation fo him,

Mr. THOMSON: I support the amend-
ment as a matter of principle. A man who
has been in receipt of a fair salary from the
State for 22 years should not be entitled to
compensation upon leaving the service, We
have the statement that this man could bring
an action against the Government for hig
dismissal. Tf that is so then the Public Ser-
vice Act should be altered.  The Govern-
ment shovld have the right to dispense with
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the serviees of anv man who does not sunit
tbem.

Mr. SCADDAN: I know of no case which
came under my notice which gave me so
much thought, and to which | gave so much
consideration as this particular one. It is
true that a number of stalements were made
from time to ime concerning Mr. Leschen,
particulariy from the All British Associa-
tion, and 1 had inquiries made concerning
them. Al T could get was that one per-
son had smd someting to another, that
the rumours had spread about the country,
and finally culminated in a lelter from
the All British Association. As one hold-
ing responsibility as a Minister of the
Crown T could not accept such statements
without proof, and upon such statements do
an injustice to a British subjeet, no matter
to what nationality his parents may have
belonged.  Without further evidence we
were unable (o act. It is true that a cerfain
complaint was made by a member of the
Workers’ Homes Board, of which Mr. Les-
chen was a member, regarding his attitude,
and a pretty definite statement was made
concerning his loyalty. Tndeed, a member
of the hoard expressed the opinion (hat he
was disloval. Onpe statement made, whiech
was not denied by Mr. Leschen, was that in
an argument which arose on cne oceasion a
member of flie hoard said that every Ger-
man ought to be shot. Mr. Leschen took ex-
eeption to that on the ground that his mother
was a German and that she eould not help
it, and that there was no reason why his
mother should be shot because she happened
to be born in Germany and had come out
here. The member of the board who had
made the statement said he did nob care,
and repeated it.  That was naturally the
cause of a row.  Other than this it was
merely a matfer of suspicion regarding Mr.
Leschen. No other statement was made of
a matter that was worth while. In the eir-
cumstances it was not possible for the board
fo eontinue as it then existed, and I asked
each member to send in his resignation.
One of the old members was appointed
chairman of the board, and Mr. Leschen
was not reappointed. We later decided that
notwithstanding the fact that we could not
et any reliable evidence against Mr. Les-
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chen, in the interests of the Savings Bank
and ihe State we could no longer tolerate
him, with the result ihat we asked him to
take the leave that had acerued to him and
so relieved lie position for the time being.
We then decided that as a new Government
were coming into office they would deal with
the matter and retire Mr. Leschen perman-
ently. 1 think some arrangement should be
made to retire him permanently and not fo
leave e matter over until the end of the
war. The prejudice against him will continue
even affer the war is over and he might just
as well be fold thal his services will not he
required any longer. Unfortunately for him
he happens to be under the suspicions of
the publie, although a certain section of the
Press pursued him long before the outhreak
of war. 1 take exception to the attitude of
the Treasurer in placing the item on the
Estimates.

The Premier: We could not do otherwise.

Mr. SCADDAN: When the Estimates
are framed and submitted to Parliament
they should be the result of the matured
judgment of members of Cabinet and have
heen approved by Cabinet, and the Gov-
ernment should take the responaibility of
saying, “This is what the Government de-
sire.” For the Treasurer to say that the
Commiltee may do as they like with the
item is shirking responsibility. I do ohject
to the Treasurer now coming along and say-
ing, “I am not going to take the responsi-
bility.” We could not have responsible gov-
ernment on those lines. The Ministry must
carry the responsibility of all their actions.
Like the member for Pilbara I bhave an
instinet that tells me that there is a division
in the Cabinet on this question and that that
division has caused the Treasurer to adopt
this course.

The Premier: Your instinct is wrong.

Mr. SCADDAN: I accept the hon. mem-
ber’s assurance, but I have the instinet.

The Premier: Do vou think it is wise to
pay the £350%

Mr. SCADDAN: What is the basis of the
payment ?

The Premier: A month for each year of
serviee.

Mr. SCADDAN : However we may feel on
this matter it cannot be denied that the
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stalement made by the Treasurer is correet,
and that Mr. Leschen whilst in the service
rendered his best to the State. If therefore
the Premier can make some arrangement
whereby Mr. Leschen ean be retired perman-
ently such a course wonld be better than
having the matter raised again.

Mr. COLLIER: There is not one of us
who would not shrink from doing an injus-
tice knowingly, and the fear that I have in
my mind is that in this ease we may he
doing an aet of injustice. I bappened to
be in the Premier’s office when the matler
cropped up and I went fully inio the papers.
1 took a keen intevest in the case, and whilst
it cannot he denied that Mr. Leschen was
living in an atmosplere of suspicion, it is
nevertheless a fact that so far as any tan-
gible proof or evidence against his loyalty
was concerned, none was forthcoming. It is
rather a remarkable thing that where a man
is under lhe suspicion of everyone in the
State, none of those very numerons oppon-
ents was able to seize hold of anything
which eould be regarded as being evidence
against him. The aid of the Criminal In-
vestigaiion Department was invoked and
notwithstanding that nolhing was proved
against Mr. Leschen’s loyalty. The eause of
the falling-off in deposits at the Savings
Bank was primarily due, 1 believe, to the
attacks made by the All British Assoeialion.
I wounld not poison a cat with one of the
asserfions made by that impostor body eall-
ing themselves the All British Association,
headed by a man whe, whilst trading Britain
first and the rest of the world nowhere, and
who, on the Esplanade was wrapped up in
the Union Jack, would proceed straight away
to buy his commodities from Chinese in the
City. I have seen this Mussulman impostor
coming out of a Chinaman’s shop in Barrack-
sireet almost next door te the shop of the
widow of “Pinktop.” A good deal of the
hostility towards Mr. Leschen was engen-
dered by this gentleman and his All British
crowd. The suspicion against Mr. Leschen
is quite general, vet no evidence ean bhe
found to support it. The Premier is some-
what inconsistent in his attitude. The Iate
Government suspended Mr. Lesehen, not on
the ground of disloyalty, but simply as a
husiness proposition, in the interests of the
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hank, the deposits in which had materially
shrunk in consequence of the general sus-
ricion against the manager. The present
Government have gone much further and
dismissed Mr. Leschen from the public ser-
vice, Why? Clearly because they regard
him as disloyal. How inconsistent, then, o
propose to make him a monetary recom-
pense!

The Premier: You are not arguing fairly.
1 said there was no evidence of his disloy-
alty.

Mr. COLLIER: Well, why dismiss him?

The Premicr: Because of the effeet on the
bank. You suspended him, but paid his sal-
ary.

Mr. COLLIER: You need not dismiss
him; there are other positions in the serviee.
Except the Government are convineed of Mr,
Leschen’s disloyalty they are mot justified
in dismissing him; if they believe him to be
disloyal they should not recompense him to
ihe extent of £330, or indeed at all. If Mr.
Leschen was rightfully dismissed I eannot
vole him a sum of wmoney.

Mr. 1. B. JOHNSTON: Personally I he-
lieve that Mr. Leschen is disloyal, a pro-
German, aud an enemy of (ireat Britain and
the Allies. Holding that belief T deem it
my duly to vote for the striking out of the
item. :

Mr. WALKER : The exiraordinary speech
just delivered searcely hefits a deliberative
assembly. Are the Commitlee to go on mere
belief, mere rumour, or mere instinet? At
times when ealumny, lying, slander, abuse,
and a species of madness are rampant

Mr. E. B. Johnston: My Dbelief is well
founded.

Mr. Collier: Then why do you not furnish
the Government with your evidence?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I think the ex-Altor-
ney General, at any rate, knows the reasons
for my helief.

Mr. WALKER: I am complaining that I
do not know. TF there be foundation, it is
the hon. member’'s duty now to assist the
Committee to come to some ennclusion. None
of us would support the granting of funds
or favours or privileges of any kind to an
enemy of Great Britain, to one who wishes
the destruection of the cause for which those
of our flesh and blood are suffering at the
Front. But where is the consistency of the
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Government in this matter? They have dis-
missed the man on susyicion, and then they
eome here saving, “We have put this amount
on the Estimates, not becanse we approve
of il”—for that was the inference——

The Premier: What were yon going to do
with ihe man?

Mr. WALKER: The man was snspended,
as I suspended teachers whose loyalty 1 bad
no oceasion to doubt.

The Premier: On full pay? Would you
keep this man on full pay?

Mr. WALKER: Until something could be
proved ageinst him,

The Premier: You shirked your dnty.
Why did not you get rid of the men?

Mr. WALKER: [If it eould be proved
that he was guilty, he would have had no
mercy shown him at all, It was because we
had only rumours as {o his loyalty

The Premier: Were you going to keep
him there for ever?

Mr. WALKER: Until it was safe in the
interesis of the hank, or uniil we could plarce
bim in some other position.

The Premier: Yonr leader does not say
that.

Mr. WALKER: My leader does say so.
I know the facts of the whole c¢ase. The
reason for getting rid of Mr. Leschen was
that the business of the bank was falling off
eonsiderably.

The Premier: That is the reason why we
gol rid of him permanently.

Mr. WALKER: An absolute injustice is
being done by the Government in dismissing
the man without proof. )

The Premier: Do you want the man kept
on. and on full salary?

My, Collier:; Is he disloyval?.

The Premier: Yo have heard what I said,
and vou have put a wrong interpretation on
it; and yon have put words into my mouth,
and T have stoed it.

Mr. WALKER: The man has bheen dis-
missed without proof of anv guilt. The
rumours as to disloyalty against the map are
interpreted hy the Government as evidence
against him, and yet the Government bring
down this item for him. I suppese the pur-
pose of the item i= to divide the Committee
on anti-German and pro-German lines. No
the Government want the item earried, or do
they want it turned down?
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The Minister for Works: The Govern-
ment have left it for members to say.

Mr. WALKER: 1 take it that the Gov-
ernment mean ihe item lo be carried; and
thus the Government are saying “We were
wrong in dismissing Mr. Leschen.”  The
Premier has practieally told us that we ean
acegpt or reject this as we like, and that we
on this side of the Ilouse sacked the man
withount proof.

[1 o'cloek a.m.]

The Minister for Works: The Premier did
not say that.

Mr. WALKER: ! do not feel inclined to
pronounee an opinion on the matter unless
we ran get some evidence. No case has yet
been presented to us.

M. CARPENTER: The responsibility is
upon the Government to deal with the
malter according to the laws of ihe land.
L intend lo support the amendment leaving
it to the Government to discharge any ob-
ligations resling upon them, and leaving
it to Mr. Leschen to take any action he may
think fit agaimst the Government for any-
thing that he may consider is due to him.

dir. HEITMANN : It says a good deal for
the fairmindedness of members that they
show so much hesitation as to how they
shall vote in this matter. 1 shonld be sorry
indeed to see my vote eause any injustice to
to be done to any individual, but I am
forced to the conclusion that when a eoun-
try is at war with another the people them-
selves are almormal and are worked up lo a
stale when perhaps it is necessary that in-
nocent persons will have to suffer. It wonld
have been hetter had either Government
faken definite action, particularly in view of
the fact that they possessed more know-
ledge than members of this Chamber in the
matter.  Jf Mr. Leschen is guilty no con-
sideration should he shown fo him. If he is
not guilty he will happen to be one of the
unfortunates who are suffering through the
war and the actions of the couptry with
whieh his people happen to be connected. I
am informed that it is said that this man
stated that he prayed that the nation which
was in the right wonld win. I would like
to know if any statement of this nature
appears on the files,
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Mr. Scaddan: [ have no reeollection of
sueh a stotement.

Mr. Collier: I heard of that statement,
but nothing 1 have seen on the file would
substantiate it. It was one of the rumours.

Mr. HEITMANN: [ am going to cast
my vote in the direetion of placing this
man in precisely the same position as the
Government of the day are placing a num-
ber of those about whose loyalty there can
be no question. Men are being dismissed
from the service because they were born in
enemy countries, and possibly some of these
have heen placed in positions m which they
conld not make a living.

Mr. Collier: Some of these are cases of

gross injustice.
- Mr. HEI'TMANN: There can be no ques-
tion about z man who gives four of his
sons in the serviece of the British Empire.
There is @ man at Ceraldton who came to
New South Wales when 16 years of age, and
who was naturalised 25 years ago. He
married an  Auvstralian woman and had
eight or 10 children. Two of bis boys even
had to ask his eonsent to enlist because
of their age. There cannot-be any disloy-
altv left in the heart of such a man. [
mention this case to show that there should
be only one rule to deal with all such mat-
ters. 1 wanf to place Mr. Leschen in pre-
cisely the same position as those who are
outside the pale of Parliament.

Mr. MULLANY: I intend to support
the amendment, not because I have any
prejudiee against Mr. Leschen, hut because
[ feel that the Committee would not be
justified in passing a sum of money such
as this whiech would go to someone who
might be disloyal to Australia and to the
Empire. Mr. Leschen will have his legal
rights, and if he thinks a wrong has been
done him, he can take steps to have that
wrong righted.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am going to vote for
the amendment because of the actions of
the Government. I take it that the Gov-
ernment would not have dismissed Mr.
Leschen unless they believed that he was
disloyal.

Mr. FOLEY: When I moved the amend-
ment I had no idea that there was a mem-
ber in this Chamber who could rise in his
place and say he believed Mr. Leschen to

be a pro-German, disloyal, and an enemy
of the British nation. No member in this
Chamber has spoken in that strain-
Mr. Munsie: One member did.
Mr. FOLEY: 1t a man who knows all
this and does not diselose that inforation,
he is not worthy of the name of Britisher.
Mr. E. B. Johnston; The Chairman of
the Workers’ Homes Board can throw some
light on if.
My, FOLEY: I am sorry such a stafe-
ment was made. Had I known, as the hon.
member said he knew,

that this man was
a pro-German, | would not lave

waited
until to-mght to disclose the faet; I would
have availed myself of the Aet which was
passed last session and made known what
had come to my knowledge. I hope the
amendment will be passed. Mr, Lesehen
will then have the opportunity of seeking
redress in the way that we as Britishers
will allow anyone to take.

Amendment put and passed.

Vote (as reduced to £22,259) put and
passed.

Vote—Grorernment Stores, £9.892:

My, ANGWIN: There is an increase in
this vote instead of a deerease as is shown
on the Estimates. There has been a reduc-
tion of officers from 38 to 28 and in that
alone there has been a reduction of £985.
But the elerks who previously appeared
in these Estimates have been transferred
to the Implement Works vote in ihe Trad-
ing Conecerns Estimaies. The matter is ex-
plained on those Estimates by means of a
footnote. and instead of there being a de-
crease of £194 as the General Estimates
show, there has been an increase of £777.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier will see
on the Trading Concerns Estimates the
items 12 to 16 vefer to five elerks, £971,
and a footnote explains that this was pre-
viously shown on the Treasury Estimates
under Government Stores. It was shown
on the 1915-1G Estimales. Why is it not
shown on the FEstimates of Revenue and
Expenditure before us? As the member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) has
said, there should be an increase shown, and
not a decrease at all.

The PREMIER: T have no mformatlon
in regard to the item. These Estimates, I
am advised, are drawn up exclusive of the
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ampunts taken out for the trading concerns.
Last vear they were all in together, hui this
vear (hese amounts have been taken out of
last year's general expenditure,

Mr. Seaddan: And as a result you man-
aged to show a decrease in the Government
Btores.

The PREMIER: The adjustment is not
hidden in any way. The total expenditure is
charged up.

Mr., ANGWIN: The same work is pro-
vided in the Government Stores as obtained
last year. On all stores brought inio the
State Implement Works 10 per cent. is
added to pav for those clerks. While the
clerks are still employed on the same work
as last year, their payment is transferred to
the State Implement \Works and the Govern-
ment Stores are relieved to that extent. In
the item, “Sioreman and Packers” a decreasc
is shown, and again in the item “Wages and
Incidentals.” Allowing for these items, the
GGovernment Stores estimates show an in-
crease instead of a decrease.

Mr. MUNSIE: The items are all given,
hut as a matter of faet instead of there
being a saving as shown in the Government
Stores estimates there has been a loss; in
other words, there is an inerease of £771.

Vote puit and passed.

Vote—Literary and
£10,500:

Ttem, Grant to W.A. University to cover
salary to professor of agriculture, £700.

. Mr. FOLEY: Will the Premier explain
this?

The PREMIER: The purpose of the item
is to cover the salary of the present profes-
sor of agrienlture. T have had an appliea-
tion from the Senate of the University for
assistance by providing that professor’s sal-
arv. It will he remembered that the late
Sir Winthrop Hackett endowed a chair of
agrienlfure. As it was not couvenient to
make payment of the full amount needed for
a permanent endowment, he provided £900
per annum, heing presamably the interest on
£18.000, for the purposes of a chair of agri-
eulture.

Mr. Scaddan: That was not the purpose.

The PREMIER: When §8ir Winthrop
was Chancellor, he selected the professor.
For a start, the professor was paid £600 a
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year, but the salary has sinee been raised
to £700. The balance of the £900 per annumn
furnished by Sir Winthrop Hackett was
utilised in providing scholarships. Sir Win-
throp's will made provision for ihe full
amount to endow a chair. At his death,
however, the {rustees took up the attiinde
that they are not entitled to pay the endow-
ment sum, and they have refused to pay the
£000 per annum which was provided by way
of interest pending payment of the full
amount. That is lhe position as [ under-
stand it. Liligation, I believe, is now
{hreatened.

Mr. Secaddan: Are the trustees repudiat-
ing the whole thing?

The PREMIER: Yes, in my view. There-
fore the Senate, who are hard pressed, came
1o sce whether the Government could find
the £700 which the University had agreed
1o pay the professor.

Mr. Scaddan: What about the professors
who have gone awayv and stayed away? Are
they betng paid?

The PREMIER: I do not know the details
of the institution, Some of the professors
are away assisling in war work. T presume
they are drawing salaries, but T do not know
under what condilions they have been per-
mitted {o go away. 1 would have to apply
to the Senate for thalt informalion. We
should see the University through the pres-
ent year, and if the question is not settled
before the end of the finaneial year they will
have to dispense with the chair of agrieul-
ture,

Mr. SBCADDAXN: It is unfortunate that
the professor affected should he Professor
Patterson, because, while not wishing in any
way to disparage the other gentlemen asso-
ciated with the institution, I regard him as
one of the hrightest intellects attached to the
University. I am neot satisfied with the con-
trol of Ihe University exerrised bv the Sen-
afe. While the intention of Parliament, in
aholishing fees. was to establish a TUniversity
on democratic lines, open to every member
of the community, the Senate, owing to the
nnfortunate method of election by Convoea-
tion, have got the institution into the groove
of Universities in the Old World, They
think a TUniversity should he tonier than the
ordinary class of the community. The econ-
sequence is a lot of frills and furbelows
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which are nseless but very expensive. The
Senate could save this salary on those
things. While I was Treasurer the Senate
came to me every week for assistance,
which 1 refused. 1 agree with the Premier
that the sgoner the University is loused in
its own bnildings at Crawley, the betier.
But surely it eannot be argued that the
present lime is suitable for undertaking that
work. The University agreed, in the event
of the then Government removing the
Labour Burean—which we did—that they
would pay the rent for premises required
for the Children’s Protection Socicty, into
whose quarters the bureau was moved. That
agrecment, however, was repudiated. T do
not know whether the University have paid
at all.

The Premier: They are paying up fo the
end of the present year.

Mr. SCADDAN: If the money was
available T would have no objection to their
geiting it. 1 eannot, however, sec how we
can ask the community to suffer additional
taxation and at the same time allow this
institution to expand largely by the ex-
penditure of money over which no man
seems to have control.

The Premier: This is not for expansion:
it is due to unfortunate cireumstances.

My, SCADDAN: They are not of our
making. I Lhink the Senate ought to be
called upon to find ways and means of
making both ends meet with the £13,500
which is given to them each year for the
conduet of the University. If they ean-
not meet their obligations with this amount
they should send in their resignations, and
a new body of men should be appointed.
The Senate is very largely elected by Con-
voeation which is an irvesponsible body.
Senate was originally appointed by the
Government so that all sections of the com-
munity should be represented upon it, but
it has dwindled down until it has become
little else than a elique. Mr. Geo. Roberts,
who was appointed to the Senate to repre-
sent the mining industry, was not re-elected
by Convocation because he did not reside
in St. George's-terrace or some other part
of Perth. The Treasurer should fell the
Senate that the University being a State
institution and operated by State funds
must be controlled by a Senate represent-
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ing all the different industries of the State.
The late Sir Winthrop Haekett informed
me on one oeeasion that it would not be
fong before (hat it became essential to
amend the conditions under which the Sen-
ate was elected if we were to retain reason-
ahle eontrol, seeing that we were providing
the whole of the funds. I regret, however,
that we are oblized to restrict our expen-
diture upon the University.
My, Underwood: I do not.

[Mr. Holman resumed the Chair.]

Mr. SCADDAN: I do. At the present
time the University must get along with the
money that is provided, and in the existing
circumstances I would not favour another
single -penny being given towards it.

Mr. FOLEY: T move—

That the item be struck out.

I have no desire to see the services of Pro-
fessor Patterson done away with, but 1 ean-
not help thinking that out of their £13,500
the University people ought to be able to
make both ends meet. T contend there are
wany in this State who ave making suffi-
vient to enable them to fake up the cudgels
on behalf of the chair of agrieullure and
keep the amount good. If that eannot be
done there should he a rearrangement of
the finances and if £13,300 is not sufficient
let them ask for an amount suMeient to
cover the lot. With a number of the pro-
fessors away it is not right that the State
should be put to the expenditure, especi-
ally when eduecation is not being imparted
in the way that the people of the State
have the right to expect.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: I have much plea-
sure in seconding the amendment, I am of
the opinion that this professor whe has
been receiving £700 from a grateful public
shonld go to the war.,

Mr. Smith: Is that instinet?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No, it is common
sense. If lie eannot go to the war we should
employ him as our agricultural espert and
send Commor to the war. I am prepared
to say that Connor is fit to go to the war.
If the professor is too old to go to the war
lie can take Connor’s place. We cannot
alford to pay for academic gentlemen. If
the professor’s services are so valuable to



[28 NoveEMEeR, 1916.]

tie agricultural industry in this State, we
should put him on as one of the experis
and send Connor to the war. As a matter
of fact T would like to see Connor go to the
war. I netiee that if a lot of these people
who give advice and eharge high prices for
it were asked to do the work themselves.
they would fail to such an extent that a
“cocky” would not employ them. VWhen the
University was established T opposed it,
and I am prepared to say if the people
of Waestern Australia had been given
time to get over the glamour of it.
it would nol have been established for at
least another 20 years. When I spoke
against. the establishment of the University
there were very few who agreed with me.
To-day we eannot afford to maintain it, Siv
Newton Moore pgot some kudos in {he
West Australion for establishing i, and
he went to London soon afterwards and
has heen drawing double pay ever since.
The late Sir Winthrop Hackett told us he
was going to establish a chair of agricul-
ture,

Alr. Heitmal;n: Which he did.
[2 o’clock a.m.]

Alr. ONDERWOQOD: For a year or two.
and he baving failed to carry it on it is un-
fair 1o expect the people of Western Aus-
tralia to carrv it on. We have four or five
professors here now and each is costing over
£1.000 a year and the University want to
pul on another one to cost another thousand
a year. If Professor Patterson cannot go to
the war, we will send one of our agricul-
tural experts and let the professor take his
place. I will vofe for the striking out of
the item on the grounds that we have already
agreed to pay {he University a certain
amount, and that the late Sir Winthrop
Hackett promised 1o pay for this chair. In
these circumstances it is not fair to the
|-cople that we should eontinue to pay this
£700 per annum on a misunderstanding. The
State is paying thousands of pounds per
annum ioo much for agricnltural experts,
and I strongly object to adding another to
the roll. Tt has been gaid that if we do not
pass the item we will be restricting the ex-
tension of facilities for agricnliural lectures.
Bur we are paying our four agricullural ~v-

[45]
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perts to give lectures, and I lhink the item
should be struek out.

Mr. COLLIER: Can the Premier tell us
whether the professors who are out of the
State, some engaged in war work, are re-
ceiving their salaries whilst away? IF so.
the professors are being ireaied in a most
generous manner—much more generously
than the large number of public servants
whe have enlisted. The professor of en-
ginering would presumably draw a large
salary in connection with munition work,
Professor Pallerson’s salary might be paid
out of the salaries of ihe professers who are
not doing their work.

The PREMIER: [ am not acquainted
with the terms on which the professor of
engineering went Home, but I understand
that he had some leave accrued to him and
that he originally went Home on that. What
the arrangement now is, I do not know. As
regards Professor Whitfeld—who was, un-
fortunalely, killed, and who was a very fine
officer—ihe arrangement with him was that
be was to be recouped the difference between
his salary at the University and his pay as
an officer. However, in this particular case,
the Senate, through no fault of their own,
are placed in a very unfortunate position,
since lhe trustees of Sir Winthrop Haekett’s
will either have not the money to pay, or
will not pay, a certain legney or the interest
on it cither, Aceordingly the Senale can do
nothing but apply to the State for assist-
ance; and they ask only the amount actually
required, namely, £700; not the £300. 1
agree that, having regard to the conveniences
available, the University has too many high
class and highly paid men. With adequate
buildings and proper equipment they would
show {o advantage, whick they cannot do un-
der existing conditions. 1 depreecate the
eonstant jumping on the Senate—an hon-

.orary body giving their time and doing the

best that is possible under the circumstances.
For my part I gave my time dur-
ing four years as chairman of the Sepate’s
finance committee, and cut down every
possible sixpence. I would grant the Sen-
ate the £700 this year, at the same time giv-
ing them eclearlv to understand that if by
next year they eannot arrange the matier
they must dispense with the chair of agri-
enlture. Tf they get judgmeni and are paid
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out of the estate, this amount of meney will
be refunded; otherwise it will have to be
regarded as a special grant. To my mind,
it is a pity that there should be any dispnte
regarding a matter of this kind. I hope
that in the cireumstances the Comnmittee will
pass the item.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I hope the Com-
mittee will not pass the item. The position
put before us is that a University professor
was paid his University salary when he went
to the Front. Thus he had a big pull over
finadreds of thousands who went to the
Front.

The Premier: I have not said anything of
ihe sort. The hon. member is misrepre-
senting me.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: The Universily had
no right to do sueh a thing. A body
working on State money are utterly wrong
in paying a professor who goes to the Front
£700 a year, or in making up his military
pay to that amount. He is getting the
advantage of hundreds of thousands of
Australians who have gone to the Front and
who have foughi just as well as, if not
hetter than, these University professors have
fought. 1 object to the Universily giving
these people their £700 a year on going to
tlie Front when the rank and file have gone
on 6s. a day. We are told by the Treasurer
that ihe trustees of the estate of the late Sir
Winthrop Hackett cannot fulfil the under-
faking given by the deceased gentleman.
That is their responsibility and not that of
the State. The Government pander to the
man who gets £700 a year and sack the
navvy who gets 7s. a day. I have no doubt
that this professor is a friend of the Pre-
mier. Jf there has been a mistake in econ-
nection with the estate and the professor
has to go, then let him get work. Wmk is
good for professors. If the man was en-
gaged by the University it was a mislake on
their part, and there is no reason why (he
people should pay.

Amendment put and division t.'iken with
the following resuli:—

Avyes
Noeg

l I\—l‘-—l
wlme

Mujority against

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ayms.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Bulten My, Mungle
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Chesson ’ Mr. Underwood
Mr. Colller Mr. Walker
Mr. Foley ! (Teller.)
NOES.
Mr. Alien ‘ Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Connolly Mr. Robinson
My, Cunnlugham | Mr. Smith
Mr. George ! Mr. 8. Stubiw
Mr. Hardwick ! Mr. Thomson
Mr. Harrison ' Mr., Veryard
Mr. Heltmano Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Hichmott ' Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. E. B. Johnstion Mr. Griffithe
¢ (Teller.)

Amendment {bhus negatived.

Ttem, Zoological Gardens, special grant
for Botanteal Gardens, £250.

Mr. ANGWIN: I move—

That the item be struck oul.

Last year the amount on the Estimates for
the Zoological Gardens was redueed by £250,
but this year I see it has been put back
again. The reduetion was agreed to by sev-
eral of those hon. members who are at pre-
sent oceupying the Treasury bench. The
item which was agreed to last year, namely,
£3.250, appears again on the Estimates.

The PREMIER: DBecanse the vole was
cut down last vear is the very reason why
we should endeavour to give this amount
this year. 'There are no hotanical gardens
in ibis State except those at the Zoo and it
is desived to keep them in good order. Tt
means that if this money is not voted the
labours of the past few years will have gone
for nought.

Mr. FOLEY : If this extra expenditure is
Justified this year, it must have been justified
Jast year. The Attorney General knows that
the Government are using this vote as an
elecfion dodge. 1f this money had heen in-
tended to improve the mineral batbs in the
Zoo grounds, the expenditure would have
heen in a useful direclion and no exception
would have been taken to the voting of the
amount,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When T
was on the other side of the House last year
T eriticised manv items on the Estimates
very effectively and the Minister who was
in charge of this branch did not know how
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to defend the items. The Premier was away
and the Minister in charge had not ihe
faintest idea of the answers to give to ques-
tions. Sinee then I have had the oppor-
tunity of diseussing matters with men who
do know something about the Zoologieal
Gardens, and I have heen informed that the
amount on the Estimates this year is the
lowest that can reasonably be expended to
keep the grounds in proper order. When
iliseussing items of this deseriptivn members
should forget that they have been turned
from office and that they want the sweets
agrnin.  Let them discuss the items on their
merits and address their common sense to
the debate. T ohjeet to the member for
Neorth-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin} saying
that he will vote against every item merely
for the sake of opposing the Government.-

Mr. SCADDAN: “The words uttered by
the hon. member are cheeky, insolent, and
unworthy of any member of the House. His
¢olossal ignorance on matters concerning his
electorate is only equalled by his impudence
on this oceasion.” T am merely quoting the
present Attorney General from Hansard of
last yvear. Those are the terms in which he
referred to the member for Yilgarn. He
continuned —

Although the Zoo is in my constitueney
I agree with the leader of the Opposition.
While we have a huge deficit staring us
in the face it is our bounden duty to prac-
tise economy wherever we can.

Those were wise words uttered by the pre-
sent Attorney General after 5 o’clock a.m.
The hon. member says the Minister was un-
able to explain the position. Surely the
member for Yilgarn was entitled to ask the
hon. member fo tell the Committee what his
views were. T am not the member for
Canning, but I am a director of the Zoo
Gardens and T have no hesitation in saving
that the reduction of last vear had a serious
effect on the grounds. Those gardens were
established at the expenditurve of a large
sum of money, and the directors have ap-
plied themselves to reducing costs until to-
day the overdraft is lower than it has been
for six or seven years. But fhe gardens
are getting into such a condition that
unless something iz done immediately
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an  absolute loss will result. The gar-
dens are something more than mere gar-
dens. At considerable expense the acclima-
tisation commitiee have iniroduced a great
number of choice plants. If we refuse to
grant the additional money required for
esgential attention to what we already bave,
it will mean a subsiantial loss. The money
ts nerely to maintain the gardens, and not
to extend or claborate them. During recent
yvears we have introduced new methods in
respect of the gardens by encouraging school
children from outhack centres to come there
and make it iheir temporary home once a
vear. The honorary director, Mr, Kingsmill,
ALLLC., who for some time past has bheen
persunally snpervising the work in the gar-
dens is obtaining very gralifying resalts.
My. Kingsmill has been instrumental in
oblaining a wood deal of grafuitous help
towards the maintenance of the gardens.

[Mr. 5. Stubls took the (hair.]

Mr. CARPENTER: Those who conirol
the Zoologieal Gardens evidently know how
tu manage, not only animals, but men. They
have ropet in the leader of the Opposition.
The I'remier tells us that he has seen those
responsible for the management of the
gardens and that they assure him they can-
not do with less than the sam proposed. If
that kind of argument is to prevail, we shall
never have any economy. The silence of the
Country party on the item this year is very
remarkable, when contrasted with their pro-
tests of last year. Tshall vote for the reduction
of the item, as I do not believe that a redue-
tion will eause the gardens to suffer to any
appreciable extent,

Mr. ANGWIN: When, last =ession, I
pointed out that a reduelion of the corres-
ponding item would be detrimental to the
gardens, my view was combated by the
members for Canning and Sussex. The
reduction was earried by a majority of one,
the memhers voting for the reduetion being
Mr. Allen, Mr. Connolly, Mr. Cunningham,
Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Heitmann,
Mr. E. B. Johnston, Mr. Lefroy, My, Mull-
any, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Smith, Mr. B. J.
Stubbs, Mr. Willmott, Mr. Frank Wilson.
and Mr. Bolton.
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Mr. ANGWIN: One of the directors of
the gardens said “to-night that the gardens
have suffered so much of late that it will
tuke them years to get back into their old
condition. This was brought about by the
member for the district, the Attorney Gen-
eral. In my opimon the item should be left
as it was for last year.

AMr. GRIFFITHS: The member for Fre-
mantle staled that I voted against fhis item
last year,

L.r. Carpenter: J said some of you did.

Mr. GRIFTFITHS: 1 voted in favour of
the item last year, and I am going to do so
again this year.

Mr. MUNSILE: Whilst | voted to maintain
this item last year I am not going to vote
tor an increase this year, because 1 believe
that the directors of the gardens onght io be
able to earry on this year with the same
amount that they had to carry on with last
vear. If they cannof do so then let us get
olher men on the directorate who will. One
cannol help notieing that in the majority of
instances the increases that appear on these
Iistimates are for works within the metro-
politan area. 1 am going te vote for the
striking out of the item.

Amendment put, and a diviston taken with
the lollowing result:—

Ayes - .. .o 10
Noes .. e .o 17

Majority against .. 7

AYES.
Mr, Apngwin o Wr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenter * Mr. Munsie
Mr, Chesson . Mr. Underwood
Mr. Collier © Mr. Dolton
Mre, Hickmolt (Teller.}
Mr. E. B. Johnston !
Nogs.
Mr. Allen i Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Cononolly l Mr. Smlith
Mr. Cunningbam Mr. Thomson
Mre. Foley ‘ Mr. Veryan]
Mr. George Mr. Walker
Mr. Griffiths | Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Harrlson ' Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Rebinson : {Peller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vote put and passed.

Vote—London Agency, £7,407—agreed to.

Vole — Public  Service  Commissioner,
£1,642:

Mr, COLIEIER: I desire to refer to the
method: of filling the position of Superinten-
dent of the Claremont Hospitat for the In-
sane. The vacancy was advertised in the
Gouvernment (Fazette only.

Uon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ler}: 1f you tell me the nature of the in-
formation you require 1 will get it for you
and supply it when we reach the Colonial
Secretary’s Estimates,

Mr. COLLIER: I have no desire to ques-
iion the fitness of Dr. Anderson, who was
chosen to fill the position; I only want to
vefer to the manner in which the appoint-
meni was made by the Public Service Com-
missioner. 1 think 1 am justified in saying
that the appoinhment was made in an under-
hiand fashion which refleeted no credic atb all
on the Commissioner. Why should he sur-
repfitionsly fill a position of this import-
ance, carrving a large salary? Apparently
he declined fo advertise the position in any
publication but the Government Gazelle.
The appoiniment ought not te have heen
made at a time like this, when many of our
leatding medical practitioners are absent on
war duty, ‘Fhe Public Serviee Commissioner
had already been prevented by the Minister
from making the appointment;: yet imme-
diately after the Government went out of
office the Commissioner made that appoint-
ment in a hole and eorner manner. The post
slionld have been open to all applicants. As
it was, the seleetion was strictly confined to
the one man. Only a few vears ago thal
officer was in a junior capacity in the depart-
ment, receiving abhout £200 per annum. It
is not that T am questioning his qualifica-
tions: my eomplaint is that the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner made a hole and corner
appointment. It was just one of Mr. Jull’s
questionable methods. If T had an oppor-
tunity of moving to reduce the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner’s salary I would do it
gladly. T do not know what the Public Ser-
vice Commissiener’s justification can bave
been. The very faet thai he rushed the ap-
poiniment on to the new Minister before the
new Minister had time to find himself, is an
additional reason why the appointment
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should be regarded as discredilable to the
Commisgioner. Had Mr. Jull this position
cui and dried for a certain officer? It eer-
tainly looks like if. It would have been far
more salisfaciory to all concerned if the ap-
pointment had been made in a public man-
ner. 1t looks as if there were somme motive
behind the action of the Public Service
Commissioner, By what other theory can we
explain the Commisioner’s attitude in eonfin-
ing his advertisement to the Government
Gazettet 1 most empbatically protest
against the appointment, and I hepe the
Minister controlling the Public Service Com-
missioner will see that such a course of
action is nol repeated.

Vole put and passed.

Vote—Taration, £21,598:

Jtem, Chief Land Tax Assessor, £312.

Mr. SCADDANXN : This item does not rep-
resent exactly a new appeintment, but the
Public Serviee Commissioner after several
aiiempts succeeded in getting an officer ap-
pointed to a position which had been vacant
for some lime, 1 now wish to ask does the
Premier consider that an offier holding so
responsible a posilion is adeyuately remun-
erated with £312 per annum? T am aware
that (his may be regarded as only a com-
mencing salary; but. nevertheless, the Pub-
lic Service Commussioner in recommending
it made what is, in my opinion, a seandalons
recommendation. The Chief Land Tax As-
sessor hus, I helieve, the tull confidence of
the agrieulturists; and J understand there
lhave been practically no complaints tlis
vear against his assessmenis. 'The Chiet
Ineome Tax Assessor. holding a far less res-
ponsible position, is paid £363 per annum.
His work is, really, liitle more than a matter
of caleulations on (he basis of rates fixed hy
Act of Parliament. T wish to add that 1
know nothing personally of the Chief Land
Tax Assessor.

The Premier: How would yon get over the
classification?

Mr. SCADDAX : The Public Serviece Com-
missioner, of course, made the classifieation,
and I profested against it when he made it.
The Chief Land Tax Assessor has done his
work methodically and well, and can give
good reasons for his assessments. Further,
he is easily approachable. To pay him £312
a vear is simply to encourage him to seek
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employment where his services would be ap-
preciated.  Tha Commonweslth would payv
him about £500 a year; though I do not sug-
gest that rate for him. I think the Under
Treasurer, who gave ihe appointment some
consideration, agreed that the salary was ab-
surd. T hope the Premier will consider
whether he cannat pay the officer something
like his maximum. .

The PREMIER: I agree with what the
leader of the Opposition has said regarding
this officer’s position. 1 koow mnothing of
Mr. MeDonald personally. but I believe him
to be a very able officer. 1 think he had
been doing the work for some time pre-
vionsly to obtaining this appointment—a
vear, or possibly two years. I must point
out that he had been receiving a salury eon-
siderably below £312. T do not know what
power the Minister has to interfere with the
classifieation. As a rule we do not lifl a
junior suddenly into a senior position. .

Mr. Seaddan: This man has heen sweated.

The PREMIER: I agree. He has hecn
doing the work but has not had the pesition.
On the other hand if T had refused to make
the appointment this officer might still have
been doing the work but not even drawing
£312. T will look inlo the matter.

My, SCADDAN: Very frequently for de-
partmental reasons an alteration is made in
the elass of work done by an officer. Tn
such cases, instead of calling upon the Pub-
lic Serviece Commissioner to reclassily lhe
position, it was agreed that the Minister
should give such an officer a rise to
something hetween his minimum and maxi- |
mum. The elasification of this man’s poesi-
tion goes up to £408 and the Minisler can
tix his salary at anything between the mini-
mnm of £312 and that amounnt.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—TWorkers’ Homes Roard, F99,077:

Item, Secretary, £264.

Mr. SCADDAX: This officer (M.
Thomas) has done his work exeedingly well.
In faet, he has made a hobhy of . He has
undounbiedly been sweated, and the board
recently recomended that he should receive
an increase in his salary. Mr. Thomas has
been a good servant to the State, he has
done an immense amount of work in this
important sub-department, and is entitled
to recogmition. If our public officials are
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nal given some encouragement for the good
work that lhey do they cannot be blamed
for seeking positions elsewhere, although in
these times {he State can ill afford to lose the
serviees of such men. In the case of {his
ofiicer, however, [ know he is not anxious
to leave the board,

Mr. CARPENTER: If an exception
could be made in the direction suggested,
even in these abnormal times, this s an
inslange where it would be justifiable. I
have come inlo contact with Mr. Thomas in
connection with the Workers’ Homes busi-
ness and he has impressed me as being a
capable man. The work of the board and
that of the seeretary has been so snceessful
that notwithstanding the leaving of many
of the homes on aceonnt of the pecupants
woing to the war, the board is still doing a
profilable business.

Mr. Seaddan: The seeretary is still on
his mmnimum.

Mr. CARPENTER: So I understand. In
veard (o the work of the board T under-
stand that when the houses are vacated they
are let. The pelicy of the board is that if a
man vaeates a house which he has been pay-
ing off at the rafe of 138, it is let for 19s.
for a period of 12 months. The board re-
fuses to sell but it gives the tenant the prior
right of purchase at some future date.

The PREMIER: 1 should imagine that
the board would be only too glad to sell if
a purchaser came along. I ean quite under-
stand that in the c¢ase of a soldier who was
killed they would refuse to take aetion in
ihe way of putting the widow out of the
house.

My, Carpenter: In such a case a pur-
chaser would recoup the widow.

The PREMIER: I shall make inquiries
into what the hon. member has stated, and
in regard fo the secretary’s position I have
made a note of whal the leader of the Op-
position has drawn attention to,

Mr. Seaddan: Yon have already turned
him down, or the Minister who was aeting
for yon did so.

The PREMIER: T know nothing about
il. At any raie I will inguire.

Mr. Seaddan: He has been 1834 years in
ihe service.

Vote put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vote—DMiscellaneous Services, £99,077:

Items, Royal Life Saving Society £50;
Kindergarten Union £50.

Mr. SCADDAN: Why has it been found
necessary te make provision for the pay-
inent of ihese items which were struck out
of tle Estimates last yenr? These are times
when such organisations should be able to
carry on wilhout geiting any of the iax-
payers’ money.

The PREMIER: The life saving is a
very deserving sociely.

My, Seaddan:
pended here.

The TREMIER: It is spent here in ex-
tending the work of the society.

Mr. Smith: Ts it doing as good work as
the S.P.C.A2

Mr. Seaddan: That society is absolutely
spoon-fed by the Government,

The PREMIER : With regard to the Kin-
dergarten, that too is a most deserving in-
stitution.  Our Education Department does
not provide fov children until they reach the
age of six years, but the Kindergarten starts
with children who are below that age. In
all the other States they are subsidised. This
£50 comes hack by way of rent for the cot-
tage they occupy in Pier-street, so really we
simply give them the coltage free. They are
doing splendid work, and I thought it only
reasonable to put a small item on the Esti-
males for them.

The money is not ex-

[ o'clock am.]

Tiem, Members of Parliament, free passes
over Midland railway line, £530.

Mr., SCADDAN: You are merely pro-
viding the same sum as last year, but yon are
paying for the actual journeys over the line?

The Premier: Yes.

Ttem, Parks, Reereation grounds, etcetera,
£3,100.

Mr. COLLIER: We provided £2,700 last
year, and expended only £1,933. Last year
King’s Park received £1,553 plus a special
grant of £if), as against this year £2,000,
or an increase of £340.

The Premier: They are working on an
overdraft.

Mr. COLLIER: This item was cut down
last year.
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The FPremier: And they had to borrow
Trom the bank and earry an overdrafi.

Mr. COLLIER: VYet they spent only
£1,900.

The Premier: They could not gel any
more from the Treasurer.

Mr. COLLIER : Well, there is the increase
of over £300 for King's Park, and substan-
tial increases for the coastal grounds and
the goldfields grounds. A little while ago it
was the praetice te pay granis to towns
which had natural parks. Surely there is
not the same nced for grants in the eoastal
districts as there is in 1he goldfields disiriets
where expendilure is neccssary on each and
every ground.

Mr, SCADDAN: All these grants require
careful consideration on the pavt of the
Treasurer. Controllers of recreation
grounds apply for their allocation and then
cure very little about how the money is
spent. The Treasurer vught to insist upon
learning from persons making application
for a grant exactly what those persons
have done for themselves. The same ap-
plies lo the remarks of the member for
Boulder. Here on the coast people have
means of enjoyment which are not avail-
able in the mining and agrienltural and tim-
ber disiricls. I suggest to the Treasurer,
however, the precaution of requiring people
whe submit applications for aid. to submit
halance sheets and also evidence of what
they themselves have done,

Item, Alien Labour in Mines, Royal Com-
mission, £1,000

Mr. COLLIER: 1 presume the ifem
“*Alien Labour in Mines £1,000,”" refers to
the Royal Commission that sat recently.
How is the amount made up? It seems ex-
traordinarily high for a Commission that
lasted only a week or two.

The PREMIER: T eannot say that it
was all expended, but that was the amount
which had to be provided to cover the ex-
penditure.

Mr. Collier: T should have thought £200
or £300 would have sufficed.

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL: The
chairman of the Commission was paid £3
3s. per day, and cach member £2 25, Coun-
s¢] had to be provided on behalf of the
Government,
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My, Collier: 1 thought Dr. Stow
peared on behalf of the Government.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Dr. Stow
had to be withdrawn very early in the pro-
veedings in order to appear at the eriminal
sessions. Two sets of interpreters were re-
auired, and two sets of stenographers.

Mr. COLLIER: The Royval Commission
on Agrienlture will probably go on for two
vears, travelling all rourd the country and
receiving fees; and all that expense is to be
covered by £2,000. Yet we are asked to pass
£1,000 for a Royal Commission that lasted
about three weeks. The five members ol
this Commission wouid rececive about £180).
Surely lawvers’ fees did not absorb about
£3007

The Attorney General: The lawyver em-
ploved, I recolleet, was paid £5 §z. per day.

Mr, COLLIER: 1f the Atiorney General
could sapply something like a detailed
statement of how the amount is made up,
I think it wounld be found that there is
something extraordinary in this matter.

Ttem, Esperance Lands Roval Comnus-
sion, £1,000.

Mr. WALKER: [ understand the Rovyal
Commission have returned from their in-
vestigntions in the Esperance distriet to
Perth. What are they doing now? Why
cannot we have their report?

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): They have not yet finished their in-
quiries.

Mr. WALKER: What are they inquiring
into now? They have been on the spot.
and have heard Mr. Paterson, the land ex-
pert, and have examined various people in
Perth. A voluminous body of evidence has
been collected already.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter): The chairman had to stand off in
order to attend to shearing for a week or
1wo.

AMr. WALKER: That, surely, is no rea-
son for hanging up the work of the country,

The Premier:  The Commission have
promised to furnish their report in Jan-
uary.

Mr. WALKER: If the Royal Commis-
sion are going fo disperse hither and thither
at the eall of the private business of their

ap-
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members, we shall never get the report at
all.

The Premier: We did not influence them
n any way.

Mr. WALKER: What is going to be done
tor Esperance?

The Premier: You will get this report.

Mr. WALKER : After delaying it all this
tioe.

The Premier: It has not been delayed.

Mr. WALKER : This is a specimen of the
exireme attention paid to the business of
ire eouniry by the Government while the
people of the district are held in suspense.
The Government are callous and indifferent
as lo wlen the report is presented. Will the
Premier underiake to communicate with the
Commission immediately?

The Premier: We will ask them again,

Ttem, Loss on operations of the Royal
Commission for Control of Trade, £46,000.
. Mr. SCADDAXN: This amount of £46,000
is provided as expenditure during the year
and the Treasurer tried fo make the Commit-
tee believe that it was an inereased expendi-
ture. That £46,000, together with further
amounls which are provided in different
parts of the Estimates, amounting to
£03,000, has nothing to do with this vear's
defieit. That is transferred to Treasury
honds deficiency, and still the Treasurer is
talking about this amount not having been
paid at all.

The Premier: It is there.

Mr. SCADDAN : He has adopted the only
possible course to put the matter on a pro-
per footing. This is a fransaction which
ook place two or three years ago.  While
the sum of £46,000 is shown as expenditure
lie has not spent a penny of it, but has trans-
lerred it out of the Estimates afier puiting
it there. TIf hias heen transferred to Treasury
bonds deficiency.

The Premier: Exaectly.

AMr. SCADDAN: Then fhere is no room
{for argument.

The Premier: I explained that in my Bud-
wet.

Mr. SCADDAN: Every penny of the

amount he mentioned as cash was actually
Tound.

The Premier: Nonsense.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr., SCADDAN: Does the hon. member
imagine that the people whe provided the
wheat were never paid¥ Not a single penny
of cash has to be found to meet the accounts.

The Premier: You did not charge it up.

X, SCADDAN : We charged it up.

The Premier: You did not. You paid
away £93,000 and did not charge it up. If
that is not faking aecounts Heaven knows
what is.

Mr., SCADDAN: 1 repeat thal every
penny of that £93,000 was found in pounds,
shillings, and penece and paid over by the
previous Government,

The Premier: Out of what?

My, SCADDAN: I am taking it on the
cash basis. It was paid out of public ae-
counts,

The Premier: It was paid illegally out of
trust funds.

Mr. SCADDAN: No. It could not be
chiarged to any aceount until the matter was
finalised and then it has to be charged up to
the proper account. 1 question whether it
was a fawr charge against revenue., I think
it is a fair charge against loan. We were
faced not only with the starvation of stoek
but the siarvation of people nnless we had
looked affer their food reguirements. The
loss instead of being £46,000 might then
easily have heen £460,000. The hon. member
attempted to make some capital out of this
loss, but he knows that every possible pre-
caution was taken to prevent any loss while
at the same time we had to make certain
that the food supplies were properly at-
tended io.

The Premier: T said yvou did not charge it
up.

Mr. SCADDAXN: The hon. member’s col-
league in another place and the Minister for
Industries talked about the unbusinesslike
methods of the previous Government in re-
gard to lhe introduetion of these food sup-
plies, but does not the hon. member know
that we were not entitled as the Government
who Had to earry the responsibility, to pro-
vide any advance for the food requirements
of the people, and also for the stock of the
State? We were not able to foretell that early
rains would fall and that there would be an
abundance of feed. If we had not taken the
action we did, and the rains had not fallen,
we would have been condemned for the loss
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of stock which undoubtedly would have fol-
lowed., The loss of £46,000, which was in-
curred, is not a fair charge to make in any
one year. It was a loss for the benefit of not
merely that year but future years as well.
Qf course political capital could be made out
of it and was made out of it. When the ac-
counis were finally closed the loss was found
to be £46,000, and that had to be charged for
the purpose of clearing up the account.
Dloes the Treasurer deny that? All that the
Treasurer is doing is, by putting the amount
on the Estimates, lie is wiping out the ae-
count. The Treasurer has been attempting
to make the public believe that he has had to
find the sum of £16,000 from revenue aceount
to meet a loss which had acerued prior to tak-
ing oflice and which ought to huve been
charged in the last financial year. He ought
not to try and make the counfry believe that
he has to find £46,000 from revenne to meet
the deficiency created by us. He does not
have to find a penny. He gives the Under
Treagurer authority to make a proper ad-
justment to pass the Aunditor General by
book entries. The Treasurer is going to do
the very thing that T suggested but instead
of permitting it tu remain against loan it is
brought into revenue, it is taken out of re-
venue again and put into loan again. The
Treasurer has so adjusted this matter that all
he said at Busselton ahout having to find
£46,000 was so much talk which was ealen-
lated to create a wrong unpression in the
minds of the public who do not know any-
thing about the details of public finance. Ir
the member for Avon (Mr. Harrisor) con-
cluded that, v hat about ihe public ontside?
It is a deliberate attempt ou the part of the
Premier to make it uppear that he bas to
find £46,000 cash to meel the loss.

The Premier: I have to find ithe whole of
vour deficit, including this £46,000.

Mr. SCADDAN: In order to recoup the
public account, so as to adjust the Loan
Account he has fo charge up revenue, but
he has not to fin@ a single penny. Ii is
merely an adjustment in bookkeeping.
The Under Treasurer suggested that this
amount should be placed on this year's
Estimateés.

The Premier: And you approved of it in
July.
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Mr. SCADDAN: 1 do not recolleet the
approval.

The Premier: After the books bad been
closed. You were to have placed it on last
vear’s Estimates?

Mr. SCADDAN: No, on this year's Es-
timates, How could I have gone back from
June? How could the Under Treasurer re-
eommend that I put the amount on last
vear's Estimaies.

The Premier: Why not? Your excess is all
done the same way.

Mr. SCADDAN: Excess is an entirely
different proposition. The tile will diselose
that the Under Treasurer recommended that
an item be put on this vear’s Estimates,
merely (o adjust the matter. That is all the
Premier is doing now, I do not object to
that, but I objeet to the Premier’s attempt
to mislead members and the public in con-
nection with this matter. The Premier
knows what is being done, but he knows also
that the public do not know. The money is
found, and all that the Treasurer is domg is
to add the amount to the deficit and retrans-
fer it, What was a loss to us was a profit
to the State. The Premier ought not to iry
{o make political eapital out of a mere ad-
justment. .

Vaote put and passed.

This eompleted the Estimates of the Col-
onial Treasurer’s department.

Progress reported.

BILL—TREASURY BILLS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council withoat am-
endment.

ADJOURNMENT SPECIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson-
Sussex) [450 am.]: I move—

That the House al its rising adjourn
HIL 3 o’clock this afternoon.

Queslion put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.51 a.m. (Wednesday).



